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Ordination of 21 new deacons 



Bishop John recendy ordained 21 new deacons during two 
services in one weekend at Oxford’s Christ Church Cathedral. 


Above is Bishop John with his Chaplain, The Revd Amanda 
Bloor and some of the ordinands. For more details, see page 
three. Pic : KT Bruce 


That’s As da nice 


By Sarah Meyrick 

CELEBRATING harvest in an 
aisle piled high with fruit and 
veg may be nothing out of the 
ordinary. But the Bishop of 
Reading led a service with a 
difference this harvest-tide - in 
ASDA. 

As the Door went to press, 
Bishop Stephen was preparing 
for a short service of 
thanksgiving based on “Jesus the 
bread of life” during a busy 
shopping morning in the Lower 
Earley superstore. Joining him 
were clergy and churchgoers 
from the three C of E churches 
in Earley, St Nicolas, St Peter and 
Trinity, and year six children 
from four local primary schools. 

The invitation from the 
supermarket came about in 
response to comments Bishop 
Stephen made in the press 
before Back to Church Sunday. 

Talking about the need for 


churches to be truly welcoming, 
he said: ‘Even today I meet 
people who think you have to be 
highly educated or suited and 
booted to be a person who goes 
to church. That’s so frustrating. 
How did it come to this, that we 
have become known as just the 
M&S option when in our heart 
of hearts we know that Jesus 
would just as likely be in the 
queue at Asda or Aldi?’ 

He stressed that the first 
disciples were ‘down-to-earth 
people who wanted to know 
what life was all about’, adding: 
‘It’s definitely not about how you 
look, what you do, how you 
sound, how well you sing. Just 
come as you are.' His comments 
were widely reported in national 
and local media, including The 
Times , The Telegraph , The 
Guardian , the Daily Mail and the 
BBC. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 ► 


Work starts on first Oxfordshire church this century 


WORK has started on the first 
new church building in 
Oxfordshire in the 21 st Century. 

Building work began last 
month on the new £1.75m 
Emmanuel Church, Bicester. 
The work starts just weeks before 
an official opening ceremony 
for the first church to be built in 
the diocese - St George’s, 
Britwell, Slough. 

Bishop Colin was among the 
80 people who gathered at a 
recent ground breaking 
ceremony on the site of the new 


Emmanuel Church, in Bicester’s 
Bure Park. The congregation 
has already raised £350,000 
towards the work, and is set to 
start fundraising for the rest. 
Vicar, the Revd Chris Boyce said: 
‘We had to decide in faith to 
commence construction before 
we had sufficient funds to 
complete the building.’ 

Bishops John and Colin have 
pledged their support, encouraging 
churches throughout Oxfordshire 
to donate to the scheme as a 
Christmas gift. 


In their letter they said: 
‘Building a new Church and 
Community Centre at a time of 
recession may seem like 
madness but the church has 
always been called to be counter 
cultural. 

‘This is an occasion when, by 
building our first church in 
Oxfordshire in the 21 st Century 
we can say very strongly to those 
who have written us off - we are 
here to stay - and to those who 
long to see us playing our full 
role in the community - we are 


aiming to be a beacon of hope 
for many years to come. 

Chris Boyce said: ‘We were 
very much encouraged by the 
bishops’ letter. We currently 
meet in Bure Park School, but 
we are beginning to feel 
uncomfortably full and are 
really looking forward to being 
able to expand. 


ONLINE 


For more information visit: 

www.emmanuelbicester.org.uk 
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A packed church: All Saints, Churchill, after a recent restoration 


Letters 6 s comment 
Comment 


by The Right Revd Alan Wilson 


Dwindling in the 
right direction 

E verybody who’s ever read a 
newspaper knows that 
Church of England 
Congregations are 

dwindling. So, with some trepidation, 
for the first time ever, our 
archdeaconry team settled down to a 
couple of hours in a darkened room 
with towels round our heads examining 
Bucks Statistics for Mission, 2003-8. 

The results are a kind of bad 
news/good news thing, really. Bad 
news, there are great swathes of Bucks 
where the figures are too incomplete to 
be much use. One major church in 
Milton Keynes has only returned 
figures in one of the five years. 

So it’s anybody’s guess what’s going 
on there, and they will be stuck with 
the Fleet Street “dwindling 
congregations” assumption until they 
can get accurate figures in. 

That sad state of affairs can hardly be 
blamed on Fleet Street. There is, 
however, one deanery where an 
assiduous lay chair has badgered full 
figures out of everybody for the 
relevant period, so we can be fairly 
confident we’ve got the picture. 

Across the Burnham and Slough 
deanery funerals are down (565 to 538) 
but against a general trend — BapUsms 
up (198 to 299), marriages up (137 to 
170). Easter attendance is up (2168 to 
2878). 

Usual Sunday attendance is more 
than doubled from 1137 to 2469. This 
is across the deanery. Two or three 
churches are in decline, but numerical 
growth is the story in over 75% of the 
churches of the deanery, small 
congregations as well as large, and all 
kinds of discipleship style. 

There’s still plenty of room in 
Church, but it’s an interesting trend 
that surprised me, as well as colleagues 
from Slough with whom I’ve shared it. 

There are two or three very fast 
growth stories, but generally the trends 
are steady and organic growth over the 
five years we studied. So in Slough 
congregational numbers are dwindling, 
but dwindling up, not down. 

The Right Revd Alan Wilson is The Bishop 
of Buckinghamshire. 


Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 


His servants will worship him , they will see 
his face , and his name will he on their 
foreheads . Revelation 22:4 

he start of November sees 
the season of All Saints, 
when we celebrate all those 
who have gone before us on 
the pilgrimage of faith. 
Nowadays in many churches the season 
also includes ‘All Souls’ Day’ or, as 
Common Worship calls it, ‘the 
Commemoration of the Faithful 
Departed’. Either way, and whatever we 
call it, it’s a time in the Church’s year 
when we recall those we have known 
and loved but see no longer. 

On the whole, modern society is 
content to relegate death, and those 
who have died, to a kind of footnote to 
our lives. Obsessed with health (diet, 
treatments, vitamins and so on) we 
ignore death, which still comes once in 
a lifetime to every single one of us. And 
because the dead are awkward 
reminders of that fact, we find them 
slightly embarrassing. There are few 
sermons in church on death, dying and 
the departed, and heaven is probably 
preached about almost as infrequently 
as hell (and when did you last hear one 
on that?). 

So All Saints-tide is important, if 
only in helping to redress the balance. 
The early Church was very aware of its 
members who had gone to be (in St 
Paul’s phrase) ‘with Christ, which is far 


better’. They looked forward in joyful 
hope to the day of resurrection, when 
they would be reunited with them. They 
honoured them as ‘witnesses’, as an 
unseen army of pray-ers and observers - 
the ‘mystic, sweet communion’ of which 
the hymn speaks. At least once a year it 
is well for us to remember that the 
greater part of the Church by far is not 
struggling on earth but triumphant in 
heaven - and that we all await with 
anticipation and longing that great day 
when death shall be no more. 

The Churches of the Reformation, 
including the Church of England, have 
tended to be less concerned with 
praying for those who have died and 
rather more with praying about them, 
along with thanksgiving for their lives 
and celebration of their peace and 
security in Christ. In recent years 
churches of all traditions have 
introduced special services of 
remembrance and thanksgiving at this 
season. Often the names of those who 
have died are read out in church, or a 
small candle lit in their memory. In this 
way Christians can assert their faith in 
Christ’s promise of eternal life for those 
who believe in him and at the same 
time thankfully remember those who 
have meant so much to them in the 
past. In this way we keep them in 
remembrance, hold them in God’s love, 
and strengthen our own faith in ‘the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body and the life everlasting’. 

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser 
on Evangelism, former BBC head of religious 
affairs, a broadcaster and author of many books. 

He is also the author of ‘Seasons of the Son ’ 
(Canterbury Press), a commentary on the festivals 
and saints ’ days of the Church Calendar. 
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LETTERS 


THE DOOR APPRECIATED 
FROM AFAR! 

One of the highlights when opening my 
post box is to find a neatly rolled copy of 
The Door , wedged diagonally in the small 
space! 

After such a long journey, it is a tribute 
to the postal system that it arrives safely. I 
am a Mission Partner with Crosslinks 
Anglican Mission, working in N.W. 
Tanzania, and I am linked with the 
churches of All Saints Church, Churchill 
and St Andrew’s Church, Kingham 
(Chipping Norton). A member of the 
congregation of All Saints, Annette 
Chapman, has faithfully sent me a copy of 
The Door since 1 994, and I want to pay 
tribute to her thoughtfulness and 
consistency in ensuring I keep up with the 
latest news in the Diocese of Oxford. 

There is a dearth of reading matter here, so 
I appreciate the variety of articles and 
opinions; I read from cover to cover, and then 
pass it on to my colleague who wants to 
improve his English! Thank you to everyone 
concerned. The only drawback is that due to 
post taking up to three weeks to arrive, I am 
always too late for the competitions! Ah 
well... maybe when I am on leave...! 
Bridget Hathaway, Karagwe, 
Kagera, Tanzania 


ECUMENISM IN ACTION 

It was a delight to read Katharine’s and 
James’s reminiscences of their RSCM 
course at Kingswood School in Bath 
(YouthView, September 2009). 

As a son of the Methodist manse, I was 
sent to KS in 1 950 and stayed until 1 957. 

It was there that my love of music was 
encouraged and developed; learning the 
violin, playing in the school orchestra and 
singing in the chapel choir. My late father, 
the Revd Lionel Brayton, always regarded 
himself as a ‘High Methodist’ and spent his 
entire ministry working to reunite the 
Anglican and Methodists churches. 

When John Wesley opened KS in 
Kingswood in 1 748, the boys followed the 
same punishing schedule which Wesley 
himself followed. They rose at 5am and 
spent an hour in private contemplation. 
7am was singing practice which largely 
meant learning by heart the words of the 
hymns Charles Wesley tried out on them; 
Love Divine , all loves excelling, Christ 
whose glory fills the skies , Soldiers of 
Christ arise , O for a thousand tongues to 
sing, and Christ the Lord is risen today. 
While at teacher training college I wrote to 
my father, and asked what he thought of 
my becoming an Anglican. He replied, 
‘Howard, I’m only pleased you’re still 
going to church!’ Not only am I still going 
to church, I am steeped in church music, 
and the tradition that the RSCM 
wonderfully upholds. 

Howard Brayton, Witney 
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Audio version 


Sight impaired 
people can now 
get a free audio 
version of 
The Door by 
contacting 
Graham 

Winterbourne on 

01884 840285 


Comings and Goings - 

The Very Revd Bob Wilkes will take 
up post as Priest in Charge at St 
Michael at the North Gate; The Revd 
Meg Heywood will take up post as 
Assistant Curate in Thame; The Revd 
Mary Gurr will be retiring as Team Vicar 
SS Anne & Peter, High Wycombe; The 
Revd June Faulkner will take up post 
as Associate Priest at New Windsor 
Team; The Revd Malcolm Hunter will 
take up post as Co-ordinating Chaplain 


at Aylesbury Young Offenders Institute; 

The Revd Liz Johnson has been given 
permission to officiate; The Revd Dr 
Louise Adey Huish has been given 
permission to officiate; The Revd 
Ernest Pettengell has been given 
permission to officiate; The Revd 
Canon Malcolm Grant has been 
given permission to officiate. We recall 
with sadness the death of The Revd 
Canon John Houghton from Bletchley, 
Milton Keynes. 
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Thats Asda nice 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 W 

Bishop Stephen said: ‘I care 
very much that the Church of 
England is for everyone. This 
was one way of trying to make 
that point,’ he said before the 
service. I’m always surprised by 
what grabs the media attention 
and what doesn’t, but I was very 
pleased that this was so widely 
reported. Most of what the 
papers said was very positive.’ 

He said he was delighted when 
ASDA approached him to lead 
the in-store harvest service. 
‘ASDA were quick off the mark 
in inviting me to come and lead 
some worship in their Reading 
store. I’m always delighted to 
accept invitations to take the 
message of Jesus outside the 
usual networks of the Church 
and share it in the world.’ 

The Revd Neil Warwick, Vicar 
of Earley St Nicolas, said: ‘The 
Church should be there for the 
community we serve. Too often 
we focus on the people coming 
into our church buildings. You 
couldn’t get a better place where 
everyone is in our community 
than ASDA. Anything that gets 
us out of our building and into 
our communities is fantastic.’ 

Churches in the Oxford 
Diocese have taken part in the 
“Back to Church Sunday’ 
initiative since 2006. ‘Back to 
Church Sunday’ is an opportunity 
to invite people who have Men out 
of the habit of attending church 
to come along again. 

In turn, the church uses the 
opportunity to make sure that 
their welcome to visitors or 



newcomers is as warm as 
possible. Around 30 churches 
ordered the official ‘Back to 
Church’ resource packs this year, 
and many other churches now 
run their own invitation 
Sundays. 

One example is St Mary’s, 
Winkfleld, where a new ‘all age’ 
service is attracting around 50 
people per week, some of them 
with little or no experience of 
church. On Back to Church 
Sunday 80 people attended the 
service, along with a BBC 
television crew. 

Vicar, the Revd Catherine 
Blundell said: ‘The BBC were 
put in touch with us after Bishop 
Stephen’s Asda comments made 
the news. We then invited 
everyone we knew to come and 
join in our new service, which 
had only been running for 10 
weeks at the time.’ 


New chapel for Cuddesdon 



An artist’s impression of the new chapel. Pic: Niall Mclaughlin Architects 


A NEW chapel is to be built at 
Ripon College Cuddesdon. The 
new building will be part of a 
major programme of expansion 
at the college. 

Other proposed developments 
include new teaching and 
residential facilities for students 
and the Sisters of St John the 
Baptist community of nuns, 
based in Begbroke, will be 
moving in when the work is 
complete. The work is being 
carried out by Niall Mclaughlin 
Architects. 

College Principal, Revd Canon 


Prof. Martyn Percy, said: ‘The 
Chapel is the heart of any 
worshipping community. This 
vision for a new place of worship 
- with its use of light, space, 
glass, wood and stone - really 
captures our hope for the 
church and the world, and for 
the shaping of religious and 
spiritual life. 

‘ The Chapel forms part of an 
exciting development plan that 
will also provide additional 
accommodation and teaching 
space for the College as well as 
closer links with significant local 
Christian communities.’ 


New evangelism adviser for Berks 


NEW evangelism adviser, the 
Revd Richard Zair, (right) has 
started work in the diocese. 

Richard, priest-in-charge of 
Marcham with Garford, in the 
Abingdon Deanery ,was director 
of evangelism with the Church 
Pastoral Aid Society (CPAS) for 
17 years. He has been a ministry 
consultant and served in Bristol 
and South London. 

He said: ‘My ministry includes 
having a passion for evangelism 
and evangelism training and 
being an itinerant evangelist as 
the opportunity arises. I enjoy 
preaching and teaching from 
scripture.’ 

He is married to Sylvia and the 
couple have two daughters, Sara, 
28 and Hannah, 25. He says: ‘I 
have worked with many different 
Anglican churches across the 
UK, in a variety of contexts, from 



inner city to deeply rural, and 
with churches of different 
churchmanship. I have had the 
privilege of leading mission 
teams, of undertaking many 
training courses in faith sharing 
and of networking with many of 
the key players in the 
outreach/evangelism. ’ 

Richard’s interests include 
golf, walking, wood turning, 
watching motor sport, 
gardening, photography and 
occasionally cooking. 


Pray for our new deacons 



THE new deacons ordained by Bishop John in one weekend are 
pictured above. 

In the top picture, are those ordained on the Saturday. From 
left: Matthew Cookson, Lyn Bliss, Nigel Byard, Geoffrey Pugh, 
John Croton, Simon Thorn, Michael Berrett and Caroline Wilson. 
Front, are Rosemary Bruce, and Helen Charlton. 

In the bottom picture are those ordained on the Sunday. From 
left are: Judith Brown, Karen Browne, Martin Davis, Robert 
Legge, Jacqueline Jones, 


Andrew Parry, Etienne van 
Blerk; Shawn Swinney and 
Alistair Wood. 

At the front are Helen 
Chamberlain and Charlie Styles. 
Pics: KT Bruce 


ONLINE 


Read more about our new 
deacons at 

www.oxford.anglican.org/news 

/newciergy 


News 


IN BRIEF 


Cathedral carols 

FOR the first time ever, everyone 
in the Diocese is invited to the 
Advent Carol Service at Christ 
Church Cathedral. 

The cathedral is holding the 
service, as a gift to the diocese 
at 6pm on Saturday 28 
November. The world class choir 
will sing carols and members of 
churches and schools from 
across Oxfordshire, Berkshire 
and Buckinghamshire will read 
lessons and lead prayers. 

Entry is unticketed and free to 
all, but 1 00 tickets for reserved 
seats in the nave and transepts 
will be available from the Lodge 
in the Tom Ouad between 9am 
and 9.30am on Saturdays 
throughout November. 


Positive work 

CHURCHES in Oxfordshire are 
making a considerable 
contribution to their local 
communities, according to the 
research team behind the 
‘Building Better Neighbourhoods’ 
survey. 

The study, launched earlier this 
year and supported by the 
diocese and its public sector 
partners, is examining the 
contribution of the faith groups to 
voluntary projects around the 
county. 

The Bishop of Dorchester, the 
Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, who 
chairs the steering group said: 
‘We can tell already that the 
results promise to be very 
interesting. The questionnaires 
paint a rich picture of the ways in 
which our churches contribute to 
building the fabric of the local 
communities in a wide variety of 
ways.’ 

The research findings will be 
published in the spring of 2010. 

Buy a bus stop 

Churches across the UK are 
being invited to buy the 
advertising space on their local 
bus stops in the run-up to 
Christmas. 

The church-sponsored bus 
shelter would then carry a 
special poster of the nativity with 
the message ‘Christmas Starts 
with Christ’ and would be 
displayed over the last three 
weeks of December 2009. 

It is hoped that a total of 2000 
bus shelter ad spaces will be 
bought. By visiting 
www.ChurchAds.net and 
entering the church postcode, 
churches can buy bus shelters 
for just £1 05. To accompany the 
bus shelter posters, special radio 
ads have been produced and 
these can also be sponsored. 

Order Open Door 

There’s still time to order the 
Christmas edition of Open Door. 

The publication is aimed at 
families on the fringes of the church. 

Copies can be ordered from 
www.oxford.anglican.org/opendoor 
or by calling 01865 208225. 
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A special appeal on behalf 
of homeless young people 


Will you sponsor a room at Centrepoint? 

Your gift of £12 a month - just 40p a day - will help 
a homeless young person get off the streets for good 


centre 
point 


give homeless 
young people 
a future 


Centrepoint is the national charity 
dedicated to transforming the lives 
of homeless young people. Today, 
we are searching for individuals 
who share our belief that these 
young men and women should 
not be ‘written-off’ by society but 
instead deserve care, support and 
a second chance. 

Will you sponsor a Centrepoint room 
today and see how your gifts offer a 
young person a safe home and the 
support and training they need to 
make a new start? 

A life on the streets can mean 
death on the streets 

Over half the young people we see 
have slept rough, placing them in 
great danger. In some cases, it takes 
just hours for them to be approached 
by drug dealers and pimps. Young 
people we work with have seen their 
friends beaten, raped, murdered and 
die of overdoses. 

Young people don’t choose this 
life. Instead, they find themselves 
homeless having fled sexual abuse, 
violence and family breakdown. 

They would rather face danger on 
the streets than more pain at home. 

We believe that these young people 
deserve compassion and support. Yet 
they experience constant hardship, 
prejudice and abuse. Under these 
conditions, their health, self-respect 
and hopes for the future can be 
quickly destroyed. 

Will you sponsor a Centrepoint 
room for a young person 
like Sophie? 

7 was beaten constantly says 
Sophie. 7 was black and blue . 


It started when I was three - at least 
I don’t remember anything before 
that. When l was five , mam used to 
lock me in a cupboard. ” 

Sophie was eventually placed in 
foster care and began to put her 
past behind her. Then, tragically, 
her foster mum died suddenly and 
Sophie found herself on the streets 
almost overnight. 

‘7 slept on window ledges and 
in doorways. One of my friends 
overdosed and another girl was 
raped and murdered.” 

Thankfully, Sophie was referred to 
Centrepoint where she is now back 
in education and coming to terms 
with her experiences via counselling. 
“ Without Centrepoint , I wouldn’t be 
here. They’ve helped me be a normal 
person - someone who no longer has 
to beg for food or affection. ” 

£12 a month gives a vulnerable 
young person a safe room to stay in 
and vital support to rebuild their life 

By sponsoring a Centrepoint room, 
you’ll help offer successive residents 
a safe home and the support they 
need to go to college, find a job and 
stay off the streets for good. 

HELP NOW 
Call 0800 23 23 20 

Many of the young people we see 
have been through horrific ordeals 
- and desperately need intensive 
counselling. As a sponsor, you’ll 
enable us to help young men 
and women come to terms with 
their experiences. 

On a more basic level, you’ll ensure 
they learn the kind of skills many 


Could you 
change 
someone’s 
life? 


Right now, a homeless young person desperately needs a safe place to stay. 
Will you sponsor a room at Centrepoint for them? 


To protect tiie privacy of those we help, a model has been used for the photograph. 

of us take for granted, like how to 
budget, pay bills and cook. 

Become a sponsor and see exactly 
how your gifts change a young 
person’s life 

By sponsoring a room with 
Centrepoint, you’ll ensure that 
vulnerable young people get the 
chances in life they deserve. But you 
don’t have to take our word for it. 

When you become a sponsor, you’ll 
get access to a virtual version of 
your room online, as well as regular 
updates - showing the difference 
your sponsorship is making. 

Young people urgently need your 
support. Will you sponsor a room 
at Centrepoint? 

Together, we can give homeless 
young people the opportunity to get 
back on their feet. But we cannot 
fund this vital work without your 
support today. So please, fill in the 
form below. 

Call 0800 23 23 20, or visit 
www.centrepointroom. 
org.uk/door2 

Thank you in advance 
for your help. 


Your questions answered 


How often will the residents in my 
room change? 

It may take up to two years before 
a young person is ready to leave 
Centrepoint. We will keep you 
informed on your room’s residents 
through regular updates. 




Will it be possible to meet the young 
person in the room I am sponsoring? 

The safety and privacy of young 
people is our number-one priority so 
we are unable to arrange visits. You 
can send messages for young people 
c/o our Head Office, although we can 
not guarantee a direct response from 
the young person. 

Will 1 be the only sponsor of 
the room? 

If we only allowed one person to 
sponsor each room, we would have 
to set the price of room sponsorship 
much higher. So we allow several 
people to sponsor each room. 




III!! 


Visit www.centrepointroom.org.uk/door2 or call 0800 23 23 20 


40p a 

da^ 


Will you sponsor a Centrepoint room and give a homeless young person a better life? 


□ I wish to sponsor a room at £12 a month 

□ I wish to sponsor two rooms at £24 a month 

□ 1 wish to sponsor rooms at £ a month 


Please collect my payment on the lst/15th of every month 

(please circle preferred date) 


Full Name 


Address 


Postcode 


Instruction to your Bank or Building 
Society to pay by Direct Debit 


DIRECT 
Deb i t 


Telephone 

Q Please tick this box and complete your details if you would like to receive email 
communications from Centrepoint 


Will the young person in my 
sponsored room have my name 
and address? 

No. All correspondence is via our 
Head Office. The young person in 
your room never has your contact 
details and you won’t have theirs. 
This will protect your mutual safety 
and privacy. 

Can 1 give more than £12 a month? 

We are of course very happy for you 
to give more than £12 a month or 
to sponsor multiple rooms. Simply 
indicate your preference on the form. 


To The Manager: Originators Identification No. iJL JLlJL JL LiL JL 

Name and full address of your Bank or Building Society: 


Name(s) of Account Holder(s) 


.Postcode 


Bank Sort Code: 

Account Number: 

Instructions to your Rank or Building Society: Please pay Centrepoint Direct Debits from 
the account detailed in this Instruction, subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct 
Debit Guarantee. 1 understand that this instruction may remain with Centrepoint and, if 
so. details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. 


Signature(s). 


Date 


Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions for some types of account 


Email 

In accordance with the 1998 Data protection Act, we hold your details to provide you 
with updates and appeals. If you do not wish to receive these please contact Centrepoint. 


Under the Government’s Gift Aid 
scheme, all donations made by UK 
tax payers are worth almost a third more. 

□ 1 am a UK tax payer and would like Centrepoint to claim back the tax on all 
donations 1 have made for the six years prior to this year, and all donations I make 
from the date of this declaration until 1 notify you otherwise. I understand that I 
must have paid an amount of income tax or capital gains tax at least equal to the 
tax you reclaim on my donations (at least 28p for each £1 donated). 

Date / / 


3 ' 


'ffcoud ub 


Please return this form to: 

FREEPOST RLYE-JKGB-AUAE, Centrepoint, 
Central House, 25 Camperdown Street, 
London El 8DZ. Thank you 

Registered Charity No 292411 RAP0910V02 


centre 
point 



What will l receive? 

• A regular report: keeping you 
in touch with the young 
person’s progress. 

• A virtual recreation of your room 
online that you can log into using 
personal login details. 

• Help from a dedicated Centrepoint 
Room Sponsorship Coordinator: 
on hand to answer your questions 
and correspondence. 


ill: 




.Jllpillfi: . 
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Your regular gift will be used to assist yowig pmple in sfiansored 
moms and for the general purposes of Centrepoint - working with 
homeless and socially excluded young people. 
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Order your free 


IN BRIEF 




Church Ur han ru«d. Church rtimut, Smith Street, toitdoft SW ip 3AZ 

fund cam pafcy rftnfeq fey guaranty Rrgteferatf Cardiff No-' 213899*1 Reqjstor^cl charity 


Raising money, changing lives 


. . 


New and exciting advent 
resources for adults and 

children to use in your 

. • ' . 

church and Sunday school 


advent resources now at 

email info#cuf.org.uk 
or call 020 7898 1667 


PLEASE pray for those due to be licensed 
this month to serve as licensed lay 
ministers in the Oxford Diocese. 

They are; Sue Brice, Hambleden Valley; 
Elizabeth Bryson, Maidenhead All Saints, 
Boyne Hill; Barbara De Butts and Sandra 
Green, both Ivinghoe with Pits tone and 
Slap ton and Marsworth; Joe Geary, 
Lamp; Claire Hartropp, Waltham St 
Lawrence; Anna Knaggs, Reading Deaf 
Church; Derek Lancaster, High 
Wycombe, All Saints; Linda West, Holy 
Trinity, of Seer Green and Jordans; Trina 
Wilcock, Ironstone. Not pictured is Kevin 
Lovell, who is to serve in Burghfield. 


LLMs, known in other dioceses as Lay 
Readers, are dedicated Christians who 
bring their experience of life, work and 
involvement in the community to their 
local church. 

They preach regularly, and share in 
leading worship. They encourage other 
church members to develop their 
Christian life and service. 

They spend about three years learning 
part-time on the local ministry course 
and in their local church, covering topics 
such as pastoral care, Bible knowledge, 
church history, Christian doctrine and 
training in preaching. 


The road to amen corner 




Fine furniture for church and home 

Ronald Emmett 

01935 891033 ronald@emett.co.uk 
See it all at 

www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 


INNOVATIVE takes on prayer have been 
incorporated into the life of St Nicolas 
Church, Earley. 

More than 40 people took part in a 
parish Prayer Walk through Earley, 
stopping to pray at places which reflected 
the lives of every day people in the parish. 

And a new 24/7 Prayer Request Line 
has been opened, for people to ring up 
with prayer requests. 

The walk was organised because being 
‘open to the communities’ is one of three 
priorities for St Nicolas Church. It took 
in the railway station, where commuters, 
railway and transport workers were 
prayed for. 

Vicar, the Revd Neil Warwick said: ‘At 
the school we prayed for teachers, school 
staff, parents, carers and pupils. At the 
local shops for all people working in 


shops, restaurants and pubs. We also got 
prayer requests ‘live’ as we walked - 
someone in the Seven Red Roses pub 
asked us to pray for a friend in hospital.’ 
Posters at the prayer stops let the wider 
community know what was going on and 
invited them to join in or call the St 
Nicolas’ 24/7 Prayer Request Line. 

Prayer walk organiser Karen Koefman 
said: ‘St Nicolas’ Church is here for 
everyone in Earley and we therefore pray 
for everyone in Earley everyday. The 
Prayer Walk was a fun and meaningful 
way to let people know that we are 
praying for the things that matter in 
Earley’s day-to-day life.’ 

The Prayer Walk also gave new vicar, 
Neil Warwick, a chance to see every 
corner of the parish. 


New lay ministers for diocese 


BISHOP Alan officially opened the new 
church room at Flaunden Church last 
Tnonthi* 

The children had made flower arrangements 
and written on them what they were thankful 
to God for, at the opening ceremony. The 
building was built on land adjoining the 
church, which was donated by church warden 
Diana Fry, who wanted to do something in 
memory of her late husband, John. So the 
church decided to build the £65k facility for 
the Sunday School, with toilets. 

First interfaith week 

CHURCHES across the diocese will be 
taking part in the first-ever national 
Interfaith Week, which runs from 15-21 
November. 

The aims of the week are to promote 
good interfaith relationships, highlight the 
contribution of faiths to building community, 
and increase understanding between faiths 
and wider society. The week is being 
facilitated by the Inter Faith Network for the 
UK and the Department for Communities 
and Local Government, but the emphasis is 
on community-led initiatives. 


; and modern worship 
| songs, covering over 
| 6000 hymn book entries. 


Upgrade at any time, choosing from an ever- 
growing list of repertoire additions. 

Want something else? The Hymnal Pius also 
plays your own mp3 and midi files. 


Order your FREE information pack today. 
Free Phone; 0800 043 0503 
Web: www.hymntechnology.com 


Hymn Technology Ltd 

^ Worship Music Solutions 










6 


the Door NOVEMBER 2009 


ADVERTISING 




Writing four Life Story? 

Bound Biographies 
helps people write 
their life stories, 
producing a few 
quality illustrated 
copies for family 
and friends. 

DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
!i produce? 

HAVE YOU started 
writing and got stuck? 

OR ARE YOU just 
thinking about it? 

m mm wmmm y 

Contact Sally Gray at 67 Conway Close, 
Houghton Regis, Beds LU5 5SB 
Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 
E-mail: biographies@resource24.net 




The Lodge Trust 

require 

Residential Care Workers 

40 hours per week on a 3-week rota 
(including evenings/weekends) 

Set in the beautiful countryside of Rutland, 
The Lodge Trust provides homes and places of 
work for adults with learning disabilities. We 
need Christian people to support our residents 
with the day to day tasks of living and to assist 
in enabling individuals to plan, action and 
attain personal goals in a way that 
promotes increased independence. Experience 
of learning disabilities desirable but not 
essential as training will be given. 

Interested? 

Please telephone for more information 
on 01572 767234 

e-mail admin@lodgetrust.org.uk 
Registered Charity No. 5 16835 

Main Street, Market Overton, Oakham, LE15 7PL 


Spotlight on... 




Speak out for the future of the world 


The United Nations Climate Change Conference in 

Copenhagen is the chance to ‘seal a deal’ to help tackle world 
poverty. Here Paula Clifford explains how and why churches 
should get together and raise their voice. 


W hen Christian Aid launched its 
climate change campaign back in 
2007, one of the biggest 
challenges was convincing people that 
global warming was already causing severe 
hardship in many parts of the developing 
world. 

Two and a half years on, the message 
that climate change is impacting the lives 
and livelihoods of some of the world’s 
poorest communities is much better 
understood. Christian Aid campaigners 
have won a notable success in ensuring 
that an 80 per cent reduction in carbon 
emissions was written into the Climate 
Change Act. Yet Ban Ki Moon’s plea that 
‘We must seal the deal in Copenhagen for 
the future of humanity’ is no 
exaggeration. 

Extreme weather events are 
increasingly jeopardising the lives of 
people and animals, as we are currently 
seeing in the crisis caused by the ongoing 
drought in Kenya. And here, as 
elsewhere, it’s the poorest people who are 
suffering most from a situation that 
they’ve done least to cause. It almost goes 
without saying, therefore, that we see the 
agreement of a new carbon-capping 
climate deal at Copenhagen as a matter 
of extreme urgency. And the degree of 
support to be given to poor people and 
poor countries to adapt to the changing 
climate conditions will be a crucial part of 


next month’s negotiations. 

Yet it’s important to recognise as well 
that tackling climate change effectively is 
but one step towards the eradication of 
poverty that we at Christian Aid are 
committed to achieving. Earlier this year 
we launched our new strategy, ‘Poverty 
Over’, which Bishop John described as ‘a 
bold new vision of a global compact to 
end poverty by attacking its root 
structural causes, and a vibrant challenge 
that deserves the widest possible support 
from the churches’. 

In this wider vision, an effective climate 
deal at Copenhagen will remove one of 
the barriers to ending poverty. But like 
other challenges, such as achieving an 
end to tax-dodging by international 
business, enabling governments to fight 
corruption and ending extremes of 
inequality and discrimination, these 
barriers cannot be removed by one 
organisation alone. We need to work 
together - governments, businesses, 
development thinkers and so on - to 
achieve this, and the role of the churches 
is key to this. 

I have argued elsewhere that it is time 
for the churches to recover their 
prophetic voice. Previous UN climate 
change conferences that I have attended, 
in Kenya and in Bali, were genuinely 
keen to hear the views of people of faith, 
but their words were softly spoken. 



Speaking out loudly and clearly on the 
need for a deal at Copenhagen that will 
benefit the world’s poorest communities 
is an immediate and important 
challenge. I have also suggested that 
churches are too willing to go it alone. 
Global poverty cannot wait while we all 
devise our own solutions. The time has 
come for us to act together: to call for 
action at Copenhagen, to ensure that 
resolutions are carried out, and to tackle 
the whole question of poverty which is an 
affront to our civilisation and an affront 
to God. 

Paula Clifford is Head of Theology at 
Christian Aid and a Licensed Lay Minister at 
St Margaret’s , Oxford. 


Church plans Copenhagen service 


CHURCH members at SS Mary and John, California, 
Wokingham, are planning a green service to coincide with the 
Copenhagen conference. 

The service comes just a few months after the congregation’s 
hard work to become more environmentally friendly paid off 
as they were presented with an Eco Award. 

Rathie Sandy, church member, said: ‘We were delighted to 
receive the award after just over two years of working towards 
it. She said she felt the church had grown significantly in its 
awareness of environmental issues, integrating green issues 
into worship and having a regular green page in the church 
magazine. 

‘We are developing a display area during our Sunday services 
which incorporates a recycling trolley for batteries, stamps, 
water filter cartridges and milk bottle tops,’ she said. 

Future plans include reducing individual and collective 
carbon footprints, involving young people in the scheme and 
the use of energy monitors. 

Kathie added: ‘Gaining the award has been a great 
achievement but it is really just the beginning of the next step 
on our green journey.’ 


Win Angels with Trumpets 

Angels with Trumpets is Paula 
Clifford’s exploration of the 
Church’s response to climate 
change. In the June 2009 Door, the 
Revd Prof Ian James described it as a 
‘passionate and even angry book 
which we in the Church would do 
well to take seriously’. This month 
the Door has three copies to give 
away. To stand a chance of winning 
send your name and address to 
Angels With Trumpets Competition, The Door, Diocesan Church 
House, Oxford, OX2 ONB. The closing date for entries is 
Friday, 6 November. 



PAULA CLIFFORD 
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THE Bishops in the Oxford Diocese have added their images 
to Christian Aid’s Mass Visual Tresspass Campaign ahead of 
the Copenhagen climate talks. 

Bishop John, Bishop Stephen and Bishop Alan have all 

been photographed with the word ‘Copenhagen’ written 
across their foreheads, while Bishop Colin has been pictured 
with the message to ‘Climate Justice Now.’ 

The images are part of the Mass Visual Trespass campaign, 
some of which will be projected onto landmark buildings 
across the UK with messages from people who are calling on 
the international community - and Gordon Brown in 
particular - to seal a fair and effective climate change deal at 
December’s Copenhagen climate summit. 

Bishop John said: ‘Climate change poses a very real threat to 
humanity and to our planet and we must be in no doubt that 
the Copenhagen climate change summit requires strong 
leadership that will deal fairly and effectively with the 
consequences of climate change that we are already seeing.’ 

1 / O 


ONLINE 


Visit www.trespass.christianaid.org.uk to add 

your own message to the Mass Visual Trespass. 



MM 
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The Big Climate Event 


THE Oxfordshire Big Climate Event takes place on Saturday, 7 
November, at Oxford Town Hall, 9.30am to 6pm. 

The event and workshops have been devised to respond to the 
needs of groups old and new. The event is an opportunity to 
learn about the innovative approaches to climate change and 
waste in the country. Topics covered will include community 
responses to Copenhagen, energy reduction and eco renovation 
projects, innovative waste reduction, local authorities and 
climate change and the nuts and bolts of starting a group. To 
book tickets visit www.cagoxfordshire.org.uk/big-climate-event 
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Colourful new resources help nurture spirituality 


The Diocese of Oxford 
recently took delivery of 
some new colourful and 
tactile Godly Play resources. 
Yvonne Morris explores 
how these exciting resources 
can help children learn the 
Bible stories. 

I think God is at the top, and 
we, people, are at the 
bottom,’ said James. ‘Well 
that’s very interesting,’ I 
respond, ‘I wonder what 
happens in the middle.’ Well, I know what 
happens in the middle,’ James goes on. 
‘In the middle is a hill where you and God 
can talk together.’ 

Despite telling myself that I ‘mustn’t be 
surprised by anything they say’ before a 
session of Godly Play, with children 
something always comes out that is 
surprising, challenging or humbling, and 
deeply profound. 


The storytelling method of Godly Play is 
a tool that enables children to connect 
their story with God’s story. Five-year-old 
James’ story is just one example of how 
that is borne out. 

What might be surprising about James 
is that he is not a church goer. Faith is not 
part of his family worldview. The above 
conversation took place sitting on the 
floor of his classroom in an Oxford 
primary school. This and other examples 
from my own experience and hearing the 
stories of other Godly Play storytellers 
convince me that, when it comes to 
nurturing children spiritually, Godly Play 
is having a big impact. 

Which is why I’m so excited about the 
expansion of Godly Play materials that 
we’re able to make available around the 
Diocese so that we now have three 
available ‘centres’ of Godly Play for 
training adults and places where children 
can experience Godly Play. The Abingdon 
classroom has had some materials 
updated and renewed. We’re opening a 
second semi-permanent Godly Play 
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Bishop Colin is pictured with Yvonne and the new resources. Pic: KT Bruce 


classroom based at St Mary’s Church in 
Burghfield, near Reading. We’re making 
a wide range of materials available at 
Dorchester Abbey to enhance schools 
work and children’s visits to the Abbey. 

Finally, I’m delighted to launch the 
‘Godly Play Library of Story Materials’, 
which is to my knowledge the biggest and 
most expansive library resource in the 
country. Members are able to borrow 
complete sets of most of the stories in the 
‘Complete Guide to Godly Play’ volumes 
by Jerome Berryman. It is a non- 
denominational resource available to 
anyone trained in the ethos and 
methodology of Godly Play, open to 
churches, schools and other 
organisations. 


m 


ONLINE 


Further information about becoming a 
member of the library is available on the 
Web at 

www, QxfQrd.anglican.org/children/godly 
play or from Carolyn Main 
on 01865 208257 


Youth View 

A life changing journey 

by Imogen ( aged 12) 


T his summer, six pupils and two teachers 

from St. Andrew’s School, Pangbourne, flew 
to Johannesburg in South Africa to visit our 
sister school, the Grace School. I was one of these 
lucky pupils who was about to experience a life- 
changing two weeks with my school friends. We were 
going for a cultural exchange, and to meet the people 
that were going to benefit from the funds raised by 
our school. One aim of the trip was to learn about 
school in a rural village in South Africa. 

The Grace School is a Christian school, catering for 
approximately 400 pupils, many of whom have been 
orphaned or affected by Aids or HIV. We spent several 
days at the school, taking part in their daily routine 


and lessons. We saw the differences between the ways 
that they learn and the ways that we learn, and how 
they cope with limited resources. We taught them how 


to use calculators, instead of counting with stones. 


The six of us from St. Andrew’s taught an RS lesson 
with our Deputy Head Teacher, Mr. Hudson, which 
was really good fun. The pupils said our ways of 
teaching were very different to theirs, and that they 
really learned a lot. At The Grace, there were times 
when I felt quite guilty because their school is so 
under-equipped and our school has so much. I was 
pleased that our school had raised money to buy them 
much needed things like books and computers. 

We wanted to gain an insight into their daily lives, 
so we visited the home of one of the younger pupils. 
He lived in a two-roomed shack made of corrugated 
iron, with two mattresses for around six people. In 
spite of having so little, his family was very welcoming 
and it was extremely moving that they seemed happy. 

We also had the opportunity of attending a local 
Sunday church service, which was absolutely 
incredible. The service was very different to ours, 
much more informal, yet full of life and joy. People 
sang and worshipped to the music of keyboard and 


drums, and a very passionate sermon was given. 




Although we stayed 
for only an hour, the 
services can go on for 
as long as four hours! 

At the Grace School 
met and befriended 
many amazing people. 

It was very 

overwhelming to be so 
welcomed by strangers 
from a different 
continent and I felt 
privileged to meet such 
wonderful people. 

When the time came to m 
leave, I was so sad thinking that I may never see my 
friends from the Grace School again. On the long 
flight home, I looked back over the trip and thought 




about how lucky I am to have so much, and how lucky 
I am to have been on that life-changing journey. 


Above: Imogen is pictured with a child at the Grace School. 
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Those grey winter days are the 
ideal time to book a fabulous 
holiday to the Maltese Islands. 

4^ Soreda Aparthotel 

The 4-star Soreda Aparthotel is ideally located in a peaceful part of Qawra. 
The hotel is only a short walk away from the lively centre of Bugibba and the 
shoreline. This comfortable and spacious aparthotel has good guest facilities 
including a rooftop pool and sun terrace. A fully equipped health club offers 
sauna, jacuzzi and an indoor pool. Outdoor sports are well-catered for and hotel 
staff can make arrangements for golf, tennis or watersports (charges may apply). 


Rooms: Comfortable twin-bedded air-conditioned rooms all have a balcony, 
private facilities, satellite TV. direct dial telephone, hairdryer, trouser press and 
tea/coffee making facilities stocked once on arrival. A minibar is available on 
request and a personal safe is available at a fee. 

Facilities: 

• 2 outdoor swimming pools • Children’s pool • Indoor pool • Sauna 

• Jacuzzi • Gymnasium • Lounge • 2 bars • Restaurants • Games room 


Departure dates and prices per person 


Departure Dates 

1 week 

Departure Dates 

2 weeks 

01/11/09-10/11/09 

from 

£435 

01/11/09-10/11/09 

£615 

11/11/09-30/11/09 

from 

£435 

11/11/09-25/11/09 

£615 

01/12/09-17/12/09 

from 

£399 

26/11/09-01/12/09 

£589 

18/12/09-26/12/09 

from 

£549 

02/12/09- 10/12/09 

£729 

27/12/09-31/12/09 

from 

£445 

11/12/09-17/12/09 

£625 

01/01/10-31/01/10 

from 

£399 

1 8/12/09 - 24/12/09 

£589 

01/02/10-28/02/10 

from ' 

£425 

25/12/09-25/12/09 

£599 

01/03/10-24/03/10 

from 

£435 

26/12/09-26/12/09 

£615 

25/03/10-17/04/10 

from - 

£509 

27/12/09-02/01/10 

£685 

18/04/10-30/04/10 

from 

£435 

03/01/10-15/01/10 

£615 

Supplements: 





• Single: Nil. • Xmas Eve dinner £33. 

► Xmas day dinner £33. • New Years Eve dinner £52. 




/ Return flights from Gatwick, Bristol and Luton. 
Also available at a supplement are flights from 
Heathrow and Birmingham. 

/ 4^ accommodation in a twin-bedded room 
at the popular Soreda Aparthotel on an 
All-Inclusive basis. 

/ Regular entertainment. 

/ Return transfers in Malta. 

/ Service of a experienced Sunspot 
representative in resort. 

/ No single supplements. 

/ 3 days FREE car hire. 

/ FREE V2 day Harbour Cruise. 

Your All-Inclusive package includes: 

Breakfast. Lunch. Dinner & Snacks daily. 

All local alcoholic and soft drinks including 
wine, beer, sprits, juices, tea and coffee 

(Time and measurement stipulations may apply). 


This holiday is in conjunction with Sunspot Tours and Peter Goord Travel. 
For more details or to book call FREEPHONE 0800 048 0155 


f hese prices and offers are subject to availability and can be withdrawn without notice. Terms and conditions apply 






The number of people killed in road deaths across the world each year is equivalent to the combined populations of 
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire. Below Thames Valley Police chaplain David Wilbraham looks at the importance of the 

United Nations Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims, which takes place on Sunday 1 5 November. 



OAD traffic crashes and 
collisions are the biggest cause 
or death for people aged five to 
,35 in the United Kingdom In 
the Thames Valley Police area, which 
covers the same geographical area as the 
Diocese of Oxford, there are 150 road 
deaths every year. 

Those are the startling statistics that 
demonstrate why on Sunday 15 
November, services will be taking place 
across the world for the United Nations 
World Day of Remembrance for Road 
Traffic Victims. This year marks the 
fourth time Thames Valley Police have 
held the remembrance service which 
takes place at St Mary’s Church, Thame 
at 3pm. 

In a sermon I remembered how 
Kenneth Grahame’s Wind in the Willows 
was originally a series of letters to his son, 
Alistair, as a light-hearted tale with a 
serious message about road safety. The 
story highlighted the plight of Toad, the 
character whose stupidity on the road 
would frequently leave him in a quivering 
heap. 

Grahame’s tales were from a different 
age, yet sadly, painfully and horribly true 




words that echo the story of so many who 
come to the remembrance service. 

The aim of the day of remembrance is 
to: 

•Increase public awareness of the 
burden of Road Traffic Collisions 
•Encourage research and action that 
helps minimise the risks on our roads 
•Support and assist victims 
Death on the road is devastating and 
literally rips families apart. People who 
die on roads are frequently young adults 
(70 per cent are under 45), in the prime 
of their lives with loving, close families, or 
children, who leave behind devastated 
parents and siblings. 

None of these deaths are expected. All 
are shocking and result in traumatic grief 
for the family and close friends left 
behind. Frequently, people who die on 
roads do so through no fault of their 
own. It is unimaginable and 
incapacitating. Initially, because of the 
unexpected and sudden nature of the 
death there can be a sense of it not really 
happening. 

There can be a feeling of numbness, 
being in a daze, and being unable to 
grasp the full implications of the news 
received. As the numbness begins to 
subside, there is often a feeling of guilt 
with ‘if only...’ statements coming to the 
forefront. ‘If only I’d taken her, the 
accident might never have happened.’ 

In instances of sudden death, the need 
to blame can be very strong, and this is 
often accompanied by rage and anger 
towards anyone deemed responsible. 
Attached to this is also the extremely 
strong desire to find out what happened 



Candles are lit at the service. Above, David Wilbraham preaches. Below, Bishop Alan scatters 
petals in memory of road traffic victims. Pics: Steve Wheeler 


and why. It is common to experience 
feelings of helplessness. 

The death is an assault on our sense of 
power and orderliness, leaving us feeling 
unsafe and insecure, agitated and 
anxious. Death comes to all of us - our 
own deaths, and the untimely deaths of 
people we love. How can we cope with 
the incomprehensible reality of death? 
How can we receive God’s peace, his care, 
his strength, his love, in facing death? 
How can we best support one another in 
this inevitable part of life? 

It is our hope and prayer that the 
service will provide a step in the healing 
process — space to set before God the 
mixture of emotions and an opportunity 
to speak with others who are grieving and 
bring a feeling that families of road traffic 
victims are not alone. The service is 
important but so is the time to speak with 
others afterwards. 

When people are devastated by these 
things every part of their being is shaken. 
Faith can also be severely tested. It is 
good to have a faith that rejoices in life’s 


good times but it is more important to 
have a faith in the dark days. 

The faith that can ‘rejoice with those 
who rejoice’ must also be a faith that can 
‘weep with those who weep’, ‘bear one 
another’s burdens’ said Paul and in that 
way ‘fulfill the law of Christ’. 

When we ‘walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death’ the words of Christ 
we most identify with may well be ‘ my God , 
my God why have you forsaken me ’ - yet in 
the darkness there comes eventually light 
- we cling on, sometimes with ‘fingertips’ 
to 'do not be afraid for I have redeemed you , I 
have called you by name you are mine. When 
you pass through the waters , I will be with you; 
and through the rivers they shall not 
overwhelm you. ’ 


ONLINE 


For information about the World Day of 
Remembrance see www.wdor.org 
For help and support for road traffic 
victims and their families, see 

www.roadpeace.org 
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Stay Alive - eLm which aim to bring Ian described Sam a, happy go luck,', up in the Church, but this broke our faith with it. jus. became you are a Christum 


and that down to the fundamentals, making us does not mean you are immune to bad 


was 


s him. He was question whether there is a God. We had things happening to you. We still really 
and considerate, even when to make the choice to say “Yes I believe in miss Sam. Not a day goes by when we 


A le th 

dangerously. ‘We saw some 

talking about Safe Drive Stay Alive very canng a 
speaking at the memorial service and; he played football he was never God.” It’s almost harder if you are a don’t think of him. It was five years ago, 
decided it was something we wanted to PHc d*»cith uae c» dwdctotinor Phri^tfan Tf vnn don’t havf* a faith von whirh sounds a loner time aero, hut if feels 

f* * 


get involved with. It was a 

o 
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ADVERTISING 

Your Door to 

Christians 

throughout 

Oxfordshire, 

Buckinghamshire 

and Berkshire 

With over 35,000 copies of the The Door 
distributed through Anglican churches in 
the Oxford Diocese, it makes it a great 
vehicle to advertise your products and 
services in local churches. 

Other Christian and charitable 
organisations, including faith based 
schools and colleges, can also benefit 
from this targeted readership. 

The Door is part of a group of Anglican 
newspapers published through 
Cornerstone Vision. We can help take 
your message throughout Anglican 
Diocese in the South and East of the 
country. 

Other Dioceses served include Salisbury 
with the Sarum Link newspaper; The Wey 
serves the Guildford area whilst 
Portsmouth is covered by the Pompey 
Chimes. 

Parts of London together with Essex 
form the Diocese of Chelmsford which 
has The Month as its regular newspaper. 

In addition three other titles in the Kent 
area have advertising sold through 
Cornerstone. The titles are the Canterbury 
Outlook ; Rochester Link and Southwark 
Bridge. 

If you are looking to directly target male 
Christians there’s a great full colour A4 
magazine produced 6 times a year. Sorted 
is your route to that marketplace. 

To find out more about any of the above 
titles please telephone Roy on 01752 
225623. 


COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Methodist Minister 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 


CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS? 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam &. fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD1109 


Life Transforming Training 
in Healing, Discipleship 
& Evangelism 

(from 10 weeks to 1 year) 


WWW. NeverEverTheSame .com 


IZilel Ministries +44(0)1252 794 060 


Feature 


As the 2010 budget, approved by Bishops’ Council is soon to come before Diocesan Synod, the 
Door takes a look at what the Diocese is doing to weather the storm. 


hurch treasurers from across 
the diocese turned out on 
Saturday mornings recently to 
Financial Consultations held in 
venues in Oxfordshire 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire. There 
they got the chance to air their views and 
ask questions. Speaking in 
Buckinghamshire, Diocesan Finance 
Director Nigel Wearne said: ‘We couldn’t 
possibly start our deliberations today 
without considering the economic turmoil 
of the last 18 months.’ He said parish share 
payments in 2009 have been well ahead of 
last year but he acknowledged that in some 
instances the payments were coming from 
reserves, and there was a limit to how long 
parishes could go on doing that. To keep 
expenditure down the diocese has: 

• carefully reviewed each head of 
expenditure 

• proposed to Diocesan Synod an average 
parish share increase of 2.5 per cent, a 
figure lower than in recent years. 

• the above figure is based on proposed 
1.5 per cent increases in clergy stipends 
and staff salaries, again lower than recently. 

• allocated £600,000 from reserves for 
2010, pending a major review of spending 
in later years. 


The budget for 2010 would have been 
under less pressure, had it not been for 
increased clergy pension costs and a 
strategic decision to no longer use capital 
for some work on vicarages. 

o what are the issues facing the 
parishes? One treasurer was concerned 
that in his church, the parish share had 
gone up by an above average amount for a 
number of years. He said the parish was 
living on its reserves. 

Other treasurers said problems were 
caused when key congregation members 
died and congregations dwindled, 
highlighting the need for churches to be 
working to attract younger members. In 
other parishes the amount of money being 
given was reducing in churches where some 
people now attended just once a month. 
This is coupled with the pressure of 
funding on-going maintenance of historic 
church buildings, as well as the life and 
mission of individual churches. 

Encouraging congregations to sign up to 
legacy schemes, writing churches into their 
wills, was also mentioned as an idea for 
safeguarding churches’ futures. Legacy 
campaigns are included in the Parish 
Stewardship Promotors scheme (see 
weblink, right) . Archdeacon of 



ONLINE 


Buckingham, the Ven. Karen Gorham, 
reminded treasurers of the Church’s role, 
particularly in bleak times, to provide 
stability and be good news in the 
communities it serves. (See below right.) 


Visit 

www.oxford.anglican.org/christiangiving- 
and-funding or www.parish 
resources.org.uk for stewardship information 


reminder of the national Church 
of England’s financial situation 
was given at the financial 
consultations by Chairman of the 
Board of Finance, Brian Newey. 
He reminded the church representatives of 
the amount of support the Oxford Diocese 
receives from the Church Commissioners, 
who still pay the greater part of clergy 
pensions, and stipends and expenses of all 
bishops. 

They also make grants to dioceses with 
little or no glebe income, and where the 
income of their people is below the national 
norm. Brian said the Commissioners’ assets 
had grown over the last 10 years and, 
because they recognised the risk of periodic 
instability, they had taken steps which would 
allow them to maintain their planned level 
of support to the Church in the next few 
years. 

‘Although Oxford and many other 
dioceses are net contributors to the national 
church, every diocese, and every parish in 
the land, remains better off as a result of the 
Commissioners’ considerable support,’ he 
said. 

Brian, who was elected to General Synod 
in 2005, said that he had heard amazing 
stories about the involvement of church 
members in local affairs and mission 
projects. He said: ‘How good that the 
Church Urban Fund still makes start-up 
grants to parish projects that make tough 
lives easier. Even the Government is realising 
what a difference an active church can bring 
to any community.’ 

He also mentioned the national Church of 
England’s budget, and the large element of 


that used for training new clergy. He said: 
‘Next year that will cost almost £12m. 
.Another significant element is the support 
the Church gives to retired clergy with no 
house of their own to retire to, for which just 
over £3m is being allocated. 

‘The national Church’s own departments 
will cost just over £10m. This seems a 
significant sum, but I want you to know how 
very frugally the Archbishops’ Council has 
managed its affairs since it was set up in the 
late 1990s, with a complete freeze on 
expenditure between 2002 and 2004, with 
strict limits since then, and a below 
inflationary intent in the years ahead. There 
have been, and will be, staff cuts, as priorities 
for national activity are reassessed, with the 
sole proviso that no central cuts shall impose 
additional costs on the dioceses. 

‘The cost of ordination training of course 
depends on the numbers selected - and as 
the number coming forward will by no 
means match impending retirements this is 
not an obvious area for financial restriction.’ 

Brian said that, in terms of giving, church 
members in the dioceses of Birmingham, 
Bradford and Sheffield stand out in 
donating more than four per cent of their 
disposable income. The Oxford figure is 3.2 

What is the ‘ Parish Share 9 ? 


per cent, which is the same as the nationa 
average. 

He said: ‘It’s a feather in all our caps that 
the Church of England is streets ahead ol 
almost all charities in the Gift Aid it recovers 
from the Exchequer, and this brought £79m 
to the Church in 2007. In proportionate 
terms, our Oxford Diocesan giving has risen 
from 34th out of 43 dioceses five years ago to 
27th in 2007, a good move in the right 
direction. However our average donation ol 
£9.63 a week compared with Sheffield’s £12 
is no cause for boasting. Times are harder 
just now, but only our own generosity in 
support of God’s mission will help our 
churches thrive, and properly serve the 
communities we live in.’ He added: ‘In our 
diocese we practise a good deal of mutua 
support for one another; and I also want tc 
express the hope that long may the nationa 
Church stand together in ministering to the 
nation as a whole, so that no community 
rich or poor, will be deprived of its Christian 
ministry.’ 


ONLINE 


Visit www.oxford.anglican.org/finance 

and click on ‘2009 financial consultations’ 
to read Brian’s full speech. 


The Parish Share is a voluntary donation which is mainly used to pay clergy stipends 
(salaries), housing and training. 

Every year the Oxford Diocese’s deaneries are given a figure for the Parish Share, 
agreed by the Diocesan Synod. They go on to divide that up between parishes within 
their deanery. 

The deanery figure takes into account statistics from electoral rolls of parishes along 
with national statistics relating to average incomes. 
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Head 4 Total Costs 


Head 1 a: Statutory Fees 

Head 1 b: Glebe investment income 

Head 1 c: Renting out former vicarages and all other Head 1 income 

Head 2: General investment income 

Head 3: Training and schools 

Head 6: Parish Share 

Total income 2009: £22. 5m (forecast) 

Total Income 2010: £22. 7m 

Please note: the budget for 2010 is subject to approval at Diocesan 
Synod on Saturday 14 November 


ONLINE 


More detail on diocesan finance is available from 

www.oxford.anglican.org/finance 

Key factors: 

Annual increase in Parish Share on prior year 2009: 3.5 per cent 
Proposed Average Annual increase in Parish Share on prior year 

2010: 2.5 per cent 

Clergy Stipend increment 2009: 3.5 per cent 
Proposed Clergy Stipend increment 2010: 1.5 per cent 
Clergy pension contribution rate 2009: 39.5 per cent 
Interim Clergy pension contribution rate 2010: 45 per cent* 

*The Interim Clergy pension contribution is a percentage of the previous 
year’s national minimum stipend. (£1 9,640 in 2008/09) 


Head la: Parochial stipends including pension contributions 

Head 1 b: Glebe costs 

Head 1c: Housing and clergy support 

Head 2: Administration 

Head 3: Mission in the Diocese* 

Head 4: National Church Contributions 
Total expenditure 2009: £22.3m(forecast) 

Total expenditure 2010: £23. 3m 

*Mission includes parish development, training, youth work, 
communications, stewardship, vocations, schools, social 
justice, the work carried out by the Board of Social 
Responsibility, and PACT. 



rchdeacon of Buckingham, 
The Ven. Karen Gorham, told 
treasurers gathered in 
Buckinghamshire: ‘We hold 
all this in tension between 
how we are as a church and how we are 
financially. 

T’ve been in the diocese for two years 
and I’ve become more and more aware of 
how few resources there are at the centre. 
For example, the Portsmouth Diocese 
currently has three archdeacons, 
compared geographically Oxford should 
have 17, but we have three!’ 

‘Each stipendiary member of the clergy 
is paid about £22k p.a. to free them for 
Christian ministry and is given a house to 
minister from.’ The net cost of a 
stipendiary clergy post per year, with 


housing, training, pension contributions 
and other expenses is just under £50,000. 

Archeacon Karen said: ‘When it comes 
to growth, we can’t grow our churches 
without stipendiary clergy. The numbers 
of non stipendiary (associate) clergy are 
increasing. This year we are allowing for 
210 associate clergy, but they are limited 
by time and circumstances, so we cannot 
depend on their generosity to grow the 
church. 

‘There are house for duty posts, where 
clergy work three days a week in return 
for a house to live in, but you could argue 
that we are often expecting full time 
clergy roles from them. 

‘When it comes to parish share, we are 
not like Marks 8c Spencer. Our branches 
are not paying the diocese to keep the 


diocese in profit. The diocese is helping 
the parishes keep afloat and one of the 
elements of Living Faith is helping create 
vibrant Christian communities. 

‘Finally it’s not our money, it’s God’s 
money. If we read our Bibles, we discover 
it’s about an upside down Kingdom 
which doesn’t sit lightly with how we view 
our money. Jesus said we have to give it 
away in order to receive more. 

‘If we are talking about changing times, 
one thing that doesn’t change is God. He 
goes on working and therefore our giving 
to God should be as abundant as it ever 
has been. 

‘We also need to remember that if 
there’s bad news everywhere, the Church 
should go on proclaiming a message of 
good news and God’s abundance.’ 
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Highly intelligent young person 
needed to help me thoroughly 
deep-clean my home once a month 
for 4'/ 2 hours in central Oxford. 



01865 72 2-087 


The Church of St Michael 
and All Angels Clifton 
Hampden 

has a vacancy for an organist to play 
at their 10am services approx 
twice a month for which an 
honorarium is available. 

Please contact Revd Anne llsley 
01865 407605 or the 
churchwarden 01865 407639 


Wycliffe Hall 

- OXFORD - 

Find out more come and 
visit us on our 

Open Day 

Saturday November 14th 
10.00 - 4.00 
Book now on our website 

Wycliffe Hall, 54 Banbury Road, Oxford, 0X2 6PW 
01865 274205 

admlssions@wydfffe.ox.ac.uk 
www.wyciiffe.ox.ac.uk 
Registered Charity 309703 





learning to nourish the human spirit 


Liturgical 
Studies 

New MA in 
Christian Liturgy 

An ecumenical programme including pastoral, 
historical and theological approaches to Christian 
Worship. Delivered through intensive study 
periods in the beautiful setting of Salisbury's 
Cathedral Close, the course is accessible to those 
who live throughout the UK and overseas. 

Book now: the Core Module runs from 2 to 5 
November 

Optional modules include: The Eucharist; 
Christian Initiation; The Liturgical Year; Liturgy, 
Mission and Cuitures; Music in Christian Worship; 
Christian Prayer; Worship, Art and Architecture. 

All can be taken individually by non-MA students. 

Validated by the University of Winchester. 

| THE UNIVERSITY OF 

1 WINCHESTER 

Other study options 

• Research programmes 

• Supervised sabbatical study 

• Pastoral liturgy programme for parish renewal 


Visit www.sarum.ac.uk/liturgy and- worship 
or call 01 722 424827 for further information 
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Stained Glass 






01494 • 773712 
David Wasley MA • FMGP 

www.3rdmillenniumartists.co.uk 


St. Katharine’s House 
Wantage 

Residential Home 



St. Katharine’s House has an unequalled reputation 
for the quality of life that the residents lead. 
This is more than a residential home for the elderly. 
St, Katharine’s is the opportunity to continue 
enjoying oneself in the company of friends. 



• Modern, well equipped Residential Home with care and 
nursing wing for 76 residents in S acres of lovely grounds 
near the town centre. 

• Excellent facilities include beautiful Chapel in grounds 

• Residents strongly encouraged to live independent lives 
within a unique, vibrant and rewarding community 

• From £375 per week 





Call an Autosave Personal 
Advisoi now on 0845 122 6902. 

We'll save you time: 

• Our experienced advisors 
can help you decide on the 
right cat for your needs. 

Well give you total peace of 
mind: 

Minimum 12 months parts 
fir labour guarantee 
Minimum V months 
roadside assistance 

• HPI/VMC mileage and 
history check 

• tree accident management 
scheme. 

Well give you excellent value: 

Passing on the benefits of 
our massive buying powei 

• cars from just 

• Part exc hanges welcome 

• Finance available 

www.autosave.co.uk 






Call now: 0845 122 6902 


Finance Available 


OUR TEAM HAS OVER 25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING VEHICLES TO 
THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 



mm 

T 
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Courses, training, conferences & workshops in November 2009 


The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the December 2009 issue is 6 November 2009. 



Monday 2 November 


WILLEN, MILTON KEYNES: The 

Willen Library is hosting a look at 
‘Beacons of the Light’ by Marcus 
Braybrooke at 7.30pm. Details 
library@thewellatwillen.org.uk 

Wednesday 4 November 


AMERHSAMONTHEHILL: St 

Michael’s and All Angels at 4pm - 
5.30pm. ‘Wholeness and healing’ - 
laying on of hands. Details 01 494 
726680. 

READING: Organ recital by Roy 
Massey at 7.30pm at Town Hall. 

Friday 6 November 


OXFORD: The Unicorn Group are 
holding an open meeting from 
1 2.30pm at 1 Canterbury Road, 
Oxford. Speaker: The Dean of Christ 
Church - ‘Are cathedrals foolish 
extravangances?’ Details 01865 
243865. 

READING: St Mary Minster. Organ 
recital at 1 2.1 5pm by Ray Isaacson. 

DORCHESTER ON THAMES: 

Dorchester Abbey are holding an 
exhibition from 6-15 November of 
limited edition prints of John Piper 
paintings. Details 01865 340384. 


HEADINGTON QUARRY: Holy 
Trinity Church at 7.30pm. Autumn 
recital of music and readings. Details 
01865 761567. 

EAST HAGBOURNE: St Andrews 
Church at 7.30pm. Thomas Hardy - 
an evening of stories, music and 
song. Tickets from 01 235 81 5605. 

OXFORD: Exhibition - ‘The colour of 
my thoughts’ plus launch of book ‘Five 
stones and a burnt stick’ by Ernesto 
Lozada-Uzuriaga Steele. Presented 
by The Bishop of Oxford. Begins at 
6pm -9.30pm at ArkT Centre, Crowell 
Road, 0X4 3LN. Details 01 865 
396778. 

Sunday 15 November 


TAPLOW: St Nicholas Church at 
7.30pm. Concert with The Wooburn 
Singers and Classical soloists 
orchestra. Tickets £1 2. Details 01 628 
672457. 

NEWPORT PAGNELL: The 

Bridgebuilder Trust are holding a night 
of fun and fish and chips at Lovat Hall, 
Silver Street. Begins at 7.30pm. 
Tickets £1 0. Details 01 908 270670. 

i ?i$m$day Novwnbaf 


OXFORD: Retired Clergy 
Association meeting in the Priory 
Room at Christ Church Cathedral at 
1 0.30am. Details 01 865 880210. 

Friday 27 November 


day 7 Mmemhm 


PRESTWOOD: Holy Trinity Church 
are holding their Autumn fair in the 
Methodist Church Hall at 1 1am - 
2.30pm. 

OXFORD: Christ Church Cathedral 
at 1 1 am. Books of remembrance 
ceremony. The service will be 
followed by refreshments. 

MARLOW: All Saints Church from 
1 1 am - 1 pm. Presentation on the 
vision for Los Olivos, Spain’s first art 
and spirituality eco-retreat. Details 
www.haciendalosolivos.org 

Sunday 8 November 


DEDDINGTON: The African 
children’s choir concert will perform at 
the Parish Church at 7.30pm. Tickets 
£6 (£5 cones). 

Wednesday 1 1 November 


ABINGDON: St Helen’s at 7.30pm. 
‘A Heart for Humanity’ - talk by 
Baroness Cox of Gueensbury. Tickets 
£5 on the door. Details 01 235 
522960. 

Thursday 12 November 


NEWBURY: St Nicolas Church. 
Organ recital at 1 .10pm. 

Saturday 1 4 November 


Courses & special events 


Friday 6 November - Evangelism 
Forum. A diocesan day for clergy, 
evangelism teams/outreach ministry 
leaders. There will be presentations, 
resources, encouragement and 
celebration. At CMS Headquarters in 
Oxford. Details 
evangelism.forum@oxford. 
anglican.org 

Saturday 14 November - 
Conference on ‘Understanding 
Paul and his letters’. 

At St Stephen’s, Upper Basildon from 
2.30pm - 6.30pm. The speakers are 
Cliff Richmond and Michael Penny. 
Details 01491 671357. 

Worlds Apart - A series of 


PRESTWOOD: Holy Trinity Church 
at 6pm. Service of personal 
remembrance. 

COOKHAM: Holy Trinity Church. 
Compline by candlelight at 6.30pm. 

Tuesday 17 November 


WATER EATON: The Churches 
Together in Bletchley Women’s World 
Day of Prayer Committee are holding 
their annual coffee morning/bring and 
buy sale at the Church Centre from 
1 0am - noon. 

Thursday 19 November 


OXFORD: The Council of Christians 
and Jews are holding a talk ‘Current 
exciting archaeological developments 
in Jerusalem’ by Dr Garth Gilmour at 
8pm at Friends Meeting House, St 
Giles, Oxford. 



READING: St Mary Minster. Organ 
recital at 1 2.1 5pm. 



KIDLINGTON: Fairtrade Christmas 
fayre at Exeter Hall from 1 0am - 4pm. 
Free entry and parking. Details 01 865 
375916. 

PRESTWOOD: Holy Trinity Church. 
Foods of the World supper - tickets 
from 01 494 863397. 


dialogues that explores the world of 
the Arts and their influence on the 
world of belief. They will take place 
in the Chapel of Harris Manchester 
College, Oxford at 5pm on 2 
November, 1 6 November and 23 
November. 

Wednesday 18 November - The 

Refugee Studies Centre are holding 
their annual Harrell-Bond lecture at 
5pm at Oxford University Museum of 
Natural History, Parks Road, Oxford. 
‘Beyond blankets: in search of 
political deals and durable solutions 
for the displaced’ by Jan Egeland. 
Details 01 865 281726. 


TILEHURST: St Mary Magdalene 
church hall are holding their 
Christmas market at 7.30pm plus at 
2.30pm on 28 November. 

FINGEST: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying on 
of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 

Saturday 2S November 


READING: St Giles Church. A 
concert with the Reading Bach choir 
at 7.30pm. Tickets from 0118 947 
0104. 

MILTON KEYNES: St Mary’s 
Church, Woughton on the Green are 
holding their Christmas fayre at 4pm. 
Details 01 908 665113. 

APPLETON: St Laurence Church are 
holding a bazaar and food fayre at 
2pm - 4pm. 


COOKHAM: Holy Trinity Church. 
Compline by Candlelight at 6.30pm. 



LOWER BASILDON: St 

Bartholomews Church Advent carol 
service at 3pm. 


COOKHAM: Holy Trinity Church. 
Advent carol service by candlelight at 
6.30pm. 

Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 

8am Holy Communion; 10am 
Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 

1 1 .1 5am Sung Eucharist; 6pm 
Evensong. 

Weekdays: 

7.15am Morning prayer; 7.35am 
Holy Communion; 

1 pm Wednesday only Holy 
Communion; 6pm Evensong 
(Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 
After Eight - time to reflect, time 
to pray: Contemporary liturgies for 
mind and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 
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RENEWAL CENTRE - Swallowfield, Berkshire RG7 1TJ — Stage One 

www. renewalcentre.co.uk 


The seed of an idea began 25 
years ago when I had a curious, 
startling experience in the 
middle of the night. 

I felt it was God-Directed. It 
was so strong it stayed with me 
and gradually, through developing 
a B & B business in our family 
home as each child left to go to 
University. . . it began. 

From my family trauma of living 
with the effects of alcoholism I 
recognized there is an unmet need 
for family therapy. I wrote to 
America to get books initially. A 
family psychiatrist directed me to 
a worldwide self-help group 
Al-Anon, which has been in 
existence for over 50 years and is 
available for relatives or friends 
of problem drinkers, or those 
suffering from alcoholism or drug 
addiction. This was my saving 
Grace. There I began to leam of 
the disease concept. It was 
classified as such by the World 
Health Organization in 1956 and 
more particularly in the European 
Charter of 1995. The wording 
includes: 

• ‘all children and 
adolescents have the right to grow 
up in an environment 
protected from the negative 





consequences of alcohol 
consumption and to the extent 
possible from the promotion of 
alcoholic beverages’ and 
• ‘all people with hazardous or 
harmful alcohol consumption and 
members of their families have 
the right to accessible treatment 
and care’. 

Although epidemic since the 1980s 
alcoholism and the need for 
specialized family treatment is not 
widely recognized in the UK. 

To me this has become ‘my life’s 
purpose’. I have known of so 
much suffering which can be 
alleviated with education, 
changed attitudes, constructive, 
effective treatment, care and 
support. Through this learning 
the chance of recovery for the 
addicted person becomes more 
likely but is not guaranteed. 65% 
of the children of people suffering 


from alcoholism also 
become addicted and so 
the illness perpetuates 
with generation after 
generation, unless a 
change is created which 
may help. It is an 
extremely complicated 
illness and can be 
profoundly devastating 
to a point of death. Hazelden in 
Minnesota has provided me with 
helpful detailed symptoms charts 
showing the various progressive 
stages, with which one can 
identify: although it is ‘dogged 
with denial’ on a worldwide scale. 

I took the risk of obtaining 
planning permission in 1992 with 
the support of 3 rehabilitation 
centres, Social Services and the 
Local Health Authority. Over 18 
months I cleaned over 18,000 
bricks to re-use and just about 
kept apace of the bricklayer’s 
needs. We had to rebuild 2 
dilapidated bams with step-by- 
step repair. 1 bid at auction for 
scaffolding, searched out and 
collected matching tiles, sifted 
through piles of reclaimed oak to 
match, became planner and project 
manager, organized trade accounts, 


negotiated for the best deals, 
instructed joiners, did all the 
decorating as well as a mynad of other 
jobs. . .and so a building ‘of 
excellence’ came about. 

I was Blessed with good people. 
The links began 20 years ago 
through the Church, which found 
for me a competent bricklayer at 
the time of the building recession: 
through my self-help group 
connection to a gifted carpenter, 
who, through the experience of 
working for me, became 
extremely skillful and was my 
most supportive ally in the 
trepidation of developing ‘my 
vision’. To these two people and a 
good-hearted structural engineer, 
who told me to catalogue the 
work as it was pioneering, I owe 
an immense debt of gratitude and 
thanks. 



We started in 1994 and the 
Renewal Centre was opened and 
Dedicated to the Divine by Rev. 
John Sumner on 1 1th July 1999. 

It was a magical day of brilliant 
sunshine. 65 people happily 
attended and I gave surprises 
which I love to do: a trip on 
Concorde to the bricklayer as it 
was a dream of his, a silver 
canteen of cutlery to the carpenter 
to remind him daily of his service 
to humanity and a holiday in the 
Isles of Scilly to the structural 
engineer who guided me every 
step of the way. 

Sally 

www.donlavender.com 

Self-help group: 

Al-Anon Family Groups & 
Alateen Confidential 
helpline 0207 403 0888 
61 Great Dover Street, 
London SE1 4YF 

www. al-anonuk. org. uk 

NACOA: National 
Association of Children of 
Alcoholics Confidential 
Helpline 0800 358 3456 
PO Box 64, Fishponds, 
Bristol BS16 2UH 
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Advertising Feature 


Sandham Memorial Chapel 


Near the centre of Burghclere 
stands Sandham Memorial 
Chapel. Often referred to as 
an ‘unexpected treasure’, the 
Chapel was designed and 
decorated with oil paintings 
by the artist Sir Stanley 
Spencer in the 1920’s. 

During the Great War Spencer had 
served initially as a medical 
orderly, before transferring to the 
ambulance corps, and being 
posted overseas, then finally to 
the front line in Macedonia. 

On his return to England, he was 
obsessed with building a 
‘Holy Box’ to remember the 
ordinary soldiers and servicemen 
of WW1 and their everyday 
routines, and the strong 
camaraderie which helped them 
being so far from home and loved 
ones. 

The images echo St Augustine’s 
confessions of serving God by 
working, and reflecting Spencer’s 


strong personal faith. 

The Chapel and the paintings 
designed by Spencer were 
commissioned in 1923 by Mr and 
Mrs J L Behrend, to remember her 
brother Harry Sandham. 

Sandham had served in France 
and Macedonia during the Great 
War, and was finally demobbed 
late in 1919, arriving home at the 
end of that year. Harry returned 
suffering from malaria, like so 
many of the service men and 
women who had served in 
Macedonia, and as a result he died 
in March 1920. 

The Chapel was dedicated in 
1 927, and the paintings were 
completed in 1932. The Chapel 
was gifted to the National Trust in 
1947. Services are held at various 
times during the year. 

The Chapel is open for public 
viewing March to December. More 
details on the National Trust website 
at www.nationaltrust/sandham, 

Telephone 01635 278394 


THE ORATORY OF ALL SOULS’ 
BURGHCLERE NR NEWBURY 



Email Sandham@nationaltrust.org.uk 

How to find Sandham 

4 miles south of Newbury, half a 
mile mile east of A34 (Tothill 
services junction) 

NT members free, otherwise 
entrance charge applies. 

Parking available nearby in the 
village. 

As there is no artificial lighting, 


best viewed on a bright day. 

Picnic tables available in the 
orchard, to the front of the 
Chapel. 



'+ 



14 


ADVERTISING FF.ATI JRR 


thfDoor NOVEMBER 2009 



HOLIDAYS 
AT HOME 


Dartmou th 

DEVON 

Glorious views across 
River Dart from 
comfortable 
Gf flat, sleeps four. 

All mod cons. 

Telephone; 

020 722 } $+?*> 






UXURY CARAVAN HOLID 
HOME FOR SALE 

On 5-star Littlesea Holiday Park at Weymouth - 
voted Best Holiday Park in 
Only £12,99! 

No time licence on the holiday home For 


call 07738 241 859 and ask 









ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeino. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis. Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265 683 

info@casa-oleander.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 


Lanzarote 

Play a Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 


umniK uwlstetihomes. co. uk 


GATWICK 

3-4 mins 

GABLE END 

A warm Irish welcome to our 
family run B&B. En-suite rooms 
& full English breakfast. 
Courtesy transport & car parking 

TEL: 01293 783679 

www.gable-end.com 


Just thinking about 
that holiday. .. 

We all need a break from time to time. A chance to get away from the 
pressures of everyday life, to relax and do something different. 

It could be that you’ve already decided on a winter break or you may even be looking towards the 
spring or summer of next year but if not the Directory pages offer advertising from a wide range of 
holiday providers. Its never to early to book that spring break although high season holidays might 
need booking now. All sorts of quiet activity holidays are held with a Christian theme at Retreats 
and Christian hotels 


SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 


Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 


throughout the 
country. Do consider 
them if you have not 
done so as yet. 

For young families the 
seaside may still be 
very attractive and 
walking holidays are 
also appealing. 


INSURANCE 


Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Fully Comprehensive Travel Insurance for 
anyone up to 85 years of age. 

WINTER SPECIALS NOW AVAILABLE 

superb ANNUAL multi trip cqver available with 
most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 

For more information and 
details please call ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A. 




To advertise call 
01752 225623 


CONFERENCES 



vJL/ 

Contemporary en-suite accommodation with coffee and WiFi available 24hrs 
Friendly and relaxed welcome guaranteed for groups of 12 to 300 delegates 

Central, accessible locations and flexible approach to individual needs 

- the perfect package* 

“Your input and helpfulness and that of all the staff was very much 

appreciated. " 

National Youth ALPHA Weekend 

“ The food was delicious, the service was great , and the little extras made a 

Pig difference . " 

Latin Link 

“We do appreciate you and your staff ’s friendliness, helpfulness, and 
unobtrusiveness during the weekend!! 1 ' 

Friends International 




www.actioncontros.co.uk/conferonc^eonlros 
King's Park, Northampton 01604 4901 1 1 
iii Pioneer Con tr*, Shropshire 01299 mm - [ 


‘Wyflj wtercestershim .vul Nonna mprvi 




Retreating to advance 

Experience the peace of Lee Abbey a Retreat Centre on the North Devon coast 


In a frenetic and stess-filled world, Lee 
Abbey offers a place for those needing to 
retreat from it . either for a week or weekend . 
Lee Abbey is nestled quietly within its own 
280 acre estate where Exmoor meets the 
sea. The stunning combination of green 
pastures, mature woodlands and even its 
own secluded beach provides the perfect 
backdrop for those looking to meet with 
God and be renewed and refreshed. 

How we allow ourselves to open up before 
our Lord Jesus Christ is often shaped 
by the surroundings we find ourselves 
in. Lee Abbey is more than a Christian 


Hotel. It stands with all its grandeur as a 
home to 90 or so Community members 
each individually called by God to be his 
welcome to the 8000 guests who visit and 
experience the prayerfully led hospitality 
each year. 

To retreat from the busyness of the world 
is not always straightforward, however, 
Lee Abbey with it's beautiful setting, and 
committed community with their prayerful 
approach to the calling God has placed in 
their hearts, helps guests to slip gently into 
a new rhythm, where meeting God feels 
easier. As one guest recently commented 


“When 1 arrived I wasn't sure 
what you (Lee Abbey) meant by 
this being a ‘thin place* , as 1 leave 
I understand - the veil between 
heaven and earth feels almost not 
there". 

If you would like to learn more 
about retreats at Lee Abbey, call 
and speak to a member of the 
international Community who 
will help you to step out of the 
frenetic world and experience 
the ‘thin place' God has secured 
in Devon, www.leeabbey.org.uk 


Cfrmlian Omtmwt&N 



4-6 DECEMBER 2009 (FRI - SUN) PETE GUNSTGNE 

Stop, Look. Listen, Leave the phone behind, stop blogging, turn off 
the iPod and embrace a transformative advent journey of waiting. 

25-29 JANUARY 2010 (MON-FRI) BECKY WIDDOWS 

Journalling Why is keeping a spiritual journal a good idea? How does one start? 

What are the benefits over time? Becky will answer these questions during the week. 

22-26 FEBRUARY 2010 (MON-FRI) BECKY WIDDOWS 

Individually guided retreats A guided retreat involving a one-to-one session each 
day for up to an hour. You will be encouraged to explore being as silent as possible. 

22-26 MARCH 2010 (MON-FRI) BECKY WIDDOWS 

Hide and Seek ~ Lent Re treat God seeks for us, we hide; God hides. We seek for 
God. You wifi be led through the theme with talks, the beauty of Lee Abbey and optional 
creative activities. Much of this retreat will be in silence. 

Tel 01598 752619 relax@leeabbey.org.uk www.leeabbey.org.uk 
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Drawn into prayer 


by Marilyn Parry 

T his book is a collection of women’s 
prayers. It has been brought 
together to encourage people to 
bring before God the need for 
transformation in human lives, 
communities and global patterns. In 
praying this way, we pledge ourselves to 
join in the Lord’s work of changing our 
world into the Kingdom of God. These 
are prayers of solidarity; women praying 
with and for the concerns of other 
women. 

The Millennium Development Goals 
provide the structure for the bulk of the 
prayers in the book. As with any 
collection, the quality and usefulness of 
the prayers varies. It functions best as a 
group of prayers to be used for personal 
meditation and with small groups who 
wish to pray in solidarity with others. 

The Interludes with which the prayers 
are punctuated are first rate and offer 
solid material for prayerful 
consideration. So the contents of the 
book have an important and profound 
use. Where they are more difficult to use 


Lifting Women’s Voices: 

Prayers to Change The 
World: Edited by 
Margaret Rose, Jenny Te 
Paa, Heanne Person and 
Abigail Nelson. 

Canterbury Press: £1 7.99 

is in the public arena. Because the 
prayers are so intensely focused on the 
needs of our world, it is better to let 
them form part, rather than all, of the 
content of a particular time of prayer. 

It is important that the chosen 
selection is read out loud several times 
before being used in worship. The very 
personal nature of the prayers means 
that the sense needs to be assisted by the 
manner of their praying. This book 
lacks an index of topics and index of 
Bible references that might make it 
easier to use. However, rather than 
being a drawback, this means that the 
search itself draws the reader into prayer. 
This is no mean feat! 


The murder 

by Tim Pemberton 

T S Eliot’s masterpiece - certainly 
the best play he wrote, and one of 
the most famous new plays of the 
20th century - was written for 
performance in Canterbury Cathedral. 

This month is is to be performed at St 
Mary’s Church, Amersham. The play 
tells the story of the murder of 
Archbishop Thomas Becket in his own 
cathedral in 1170AD, by four knights 
acting on behalf of King Henry II - one 
of the most infamous acts in English 
history. Becket had returned from exile 
to his homeland only four weeks before 
he was killed. 

In the play Eliot drew from the writing 
of Edward Grim, who eyewitnessed the 
killing. It was first performed in 1935, at 
the time of rising Fascism in Europe, and 
deals with an individual’s opposition to 
authority. The then Bishop of 
Chichester, George Bell, was 
instrumental in getting Eliot to write the 
play, for the Canterbury Festival. 

The play is a taut, muscular, dramatic 
piece dealing with martyrdom and 
sacrifice. While Eliot portrays Becket as 
a martyr for his faith, it is a well-balanced 
piece. The knights are no stereotyped 
thugs, but articulate defenders of their 
position, and the audience should be 
left wondering whether Becket really did 


Arts 


of a martyr 



‘the right deed for the wrong reason’. 
The play’s subject matter, language and 
construction make it ideal for 
performance in a church setting. Parts of 
St Mary’s date from the 12th century so 
it is doubly suitable as a venue. 

This production features local actors 
and singers, some of whom performed in 
the Passion Play and some of whom are 
drawn from local drama groups. 

The show will be staged in the middle 
of the church, and will include live 
choral music led by Rachel Wilcox from 
the choir of St Michael and All Angels. 
The play is set in Advent and just after 
Christmas (Becket was murdered on 29 
December) and is being staged as close 
to Advent as the Church’s calender 
would allow. 


ONLINE 


To book tickets visit 

www.murderinthecathedral.org.uk 

or call 01491 773401 


Competition winners 

Heather Rapley from Witney; Beryl Watts from Tilehurst and Mrs Turner from Chesham 
were the winners of the competition featured in the October edition of The Door. They have 
all won a copy of The Road Well Travelled’ by David Winter. 




home insurance for church members 

plus win a fantastic break at an English Heritage holiday cottage 
and £250 spending money 


English Heritage holiday cottage 
prize draw entry form § 

Title 

Name 

Address 

Postcode 
Tei (inc. code) 

Mobile 

Email 


To celebrate the launch of our five-star home insurance specially designed for church members, w ere offering 
you special discounts. Plus, we’re giving you the chance to win a stay at an English Heritage holiday cottage 
where you can enjoy history, architecture and relaxation. Each cottage is based in a stunning location and 
there are 1 3 properties to choose from You’ll return home revived and inspired! 

Simply complete and return the coupon for your chance to win. Le - now your home insurance renewal 
month and well give you a free, no obligation quote nearer the time. The discounts are available to church 
members who take buildings and contents, The dosing date is 3 1 December 2009. 



WORKING 

TOGETHER 

WITH 




| t Investing and 


ENGLISH HERITAGE 


Find out more about English Hentaqe cottages at www.cn;cun montage. org.uk/hoMrlayoo‘?tacjeo 

As with all insurance policies, terms and OOfldtftons aody Please ask for a copy of our policy booklet for details. 

This offer is subject to availability and may be withdrawn. The total pnze value is up to £1 250 including spending money. 




for fufpnse maw md cGorMiVos tbu can ropy of the- terms by w? ? iog ?o us m f,.H cotiagfe 

pryr*. Bea&fori Mouse. SMunsfVnc fe (M- 1 f ff. feh&s’Sftse Offcc# pfc. No y&HBQ. jSte. liKW/ 

yfe Ud f£U$ Reg fk- 243* 1 % . trwesrmer:’? P&k 23 7Cji?3. Met. (/MCfPt&g, $k>. >974 218. 


Efiareg . . — i . ... ■ 

4i S?rv.<.^ i hi (FTAS) Sm N:> 2O4§O0 1. Rrs* S ifd: (CRB) No, fUOCUOO m m 

Fib* FFASy ft. 1 ’?' an-p r.y the- Services &*/,)■>< fr^faO'Tc's of tfkjjj ? • rum?,?** 
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Home Insurance renewal month 

Get over 20% off Ecclesiastical home 
insurance. Why not let us call to give you a 
no-obligation quote? Just tell us your renewal 
month, and well call nearer the time. 

Month 


Data Protection 

Any personal data submitted by you wifi be processed in 
accordance with our Privacy Policy, a copy of which is available on 
request or at www.ecciesiastical.com. We may (subject to your 
right to unsubscribe at any time) communicate with you 
electronically in relation to products and services of other 
members of the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group, as well as third 
parties whose products and services we believe may be of interest 
to you. ! do not wish to receive marketing materials electronically 
from members of the Ecclesiastical insurance Group G i do not 
wish to receive marketing materials electronically from third parties 
recommended by youQ, 



Send your entry to: 

Church member 6H pree draw, 
EccteasfM. mif POST SWC4943, 
Gloucester, Oil tBR 
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January *- Itareii zoic 


• Return travel 


Admission to Both 
Disney® parks with a 
Hopper Ticket included 
for days 2 & 3 

3 nights’ accommodation 
at Disney’s Hotel Santa 
Fe® with continental 
breakfast 


Return coach travel 
available from your area 


FULLY BONDED 


This holiday is operated in partnership with Peter Goord Travel and Leger Holidays 

The pi ice shown is based on a minimum of two persons paying the adult price sharing a room with two kids * 

(J-t t yrs) staying at Disney's Hotel Santa fe* t rave King by coach (DLP4) for } nights, 4 days departing ^ 

28 January 2010 AH holidays are subject to availability Terms and conditions apply. This holiday and the fuIV 
terms and condmom can be found in the Leger Holidays Disneyland v Paris 2010 brochure. 


tor your 
protection arid 
panes of mind 


Uhtai 
vjs*> ^ 


Take charge of what your kids see on line 


You might be surprised by what is only *2 clicks’ 

away! | — — — 

With our help you can 

protect your children and 

teenagers from a broad 
range of internet content. 


jWSi CffPRg 


Virus & Firewall 
s, PC Security 


it also works on portable devices 
that connect via your home network 

(iPod, IPhone, laptop, PS3, PSP etc.,.) 


XBox 360 
Repairs 


Flexible and very easy to use, you can block 
individual websites or specific types of content 


For more information 


Home 
Net Works 


Phone; 0118 957 31 57 
Email: info@ape-itco.uk 
Web: www.ape-4tco.uk 


Laptop 

Repairs 


lepair: 


We’ll give you free after-sales 

help and guidance. 




A personalised internet protection plan for your family! 


ADVERTISING FEATURE 


iheDoor NOVEMBER 2009 


Time for celebration 
and sharing... 




r » Avails bie online at 

caras , , i i . , 

* ; • • ■ - www . | u steq bq sq l beet . co m 


holysocks.co.uk 

faith on your feet 


Holy Socks 
Biblical Brollies 
Glory Golf Balls 

IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

secure online shopping 

www.holysocks.co.uk 

01671 40 40 43 

Shop now open at 80 Queen St, 
Newton Stewart, Scotland 


'VAT > 

KviU 

mrM 


SPECIAL OFFER 

* t Extended until 25th December 


m 


.co.uk 


WWW 




mmmm 
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ALL REGULAR CDS £9.97 + p&p 


ROf 


MARK 


imtt 
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WWW.CROSSRHYTHMS.CO.UK/DIRECT 
OR CALL 01782251m 


m 
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Christmas is one of the major 
festivals celebrated around the world 
and just a quick look on the web 
brings up a whole lot of interesting 
details. 

Did you know, for example, that not all 
countries celebrate Christmas on December 
25th? Our European neighbour, Austria is one of 
the first to start on December 6th. As can be 
expected from a country that was the birthplace 
of many of our favourite carols, the celebrations 
are very musical. 

Belgium also celebrates on December 6th as 
well as the 25th The earlier celebration is 
dedicated to Saint Nicholas. 

Most places in the world celebrate with gifts and 
decorations and traditional meals. In Ghana the 
preparations can begin months before Christmas 
Day itself, which like ours falls on December 
25. 

People’s homes, vehicles, schools and even 
complete neighbourhoods are dressed with 
decorations and lights. Families will try and 
meet up at the family home by Christmas Eve 
for a church service, which can be followed by 
processions in the streets with bands and 
dancing. 

In Denmark, the celebrations apparently start on 
December 25 with special Christmas lunches on 
the twelve following days and in nearby Latvia, 
gifts are given out on the twelve days of 
Christmas! 

Germany seems to celebrate Advent with 
decorations, candles and nativity scenes playing 
an important part. 

Russia is one of the last to join in the 
celebrations on January 6th this is in common 
with the Greek Orthodox celebrations, which 
begin on the 7th. 

There are so many differences between the 
celebrations across the world and surprisingly so 
many things remain the same. 

There will be light and decorations, usually gifts 
and above all thanks for God’s gift of his Son 
the Christ Child. 

It is because of this feeling of goodwill that 
many of our charities appeal for support and 
funds at this time in order that whilst having a 
tremendous time ourselves we can find space to 
think of those less fortunate. 

We remember the homeless because Mary and 
Joseph had difficulty in finding somewhere to 
stay, and the hungry because Jesus told us 
himself to care for others. We think of the 
excluded because of the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. 

In this country entertainment and drama are 
central to the season, with special programmes 
on radio and TV, nativity plays in churches and 
schools and in our theatres pantomimes. 


MUSIC, BOOKS & DVDS FOR LIFE 
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By the time you read this short 
piece its is likely that the towns are 
already decorated, and shops full 
of Christmas decorations and 
promotions. 

In fact many people get a little sad 
by what seems an overly 
commercialised interpretation of 
the season. 

There is always the possibility to 
get away from it all with a quiet 
break or retreat and there are many 
places where this is possible. 

If you can’t take time out for a 
retreat its worth looking at one of 
the many study guides for available 
for advent. 

In the end we all have our own 
individual ways of enjoying 
Christmas and in the end we 
probably all come away taking 
from it just what we put into it. 

A TIME FOR GIVING 

Christmas is known as a time for 
giving. From our childhood years 
we enjoy the excitement of 
receiving gifts, not because of their 
monetary value, or greed, but 
simply it’s because someone has 
remembered us. 

Father Christmas may have 
delivered the gifts, but they were 
given by a favourite aunt, our 
parents or friends. 

Shops on the high street will be 
making the most of our generosity 
at this season and will be hoping to 
in some way reverse the effects of 
lower sales this year. 

Many of us however have been 
using the internet for our purchases 


choosing from an ever increasing 
range of items. 

For something special crafts from 
this country and abroad often 
produce something unique to give 
and books can provide a gift that 
can last for quite sometime whilst 
adding knowledge and inspiration. 
A little thought about getting the 
correct gift for someone can mean 
so much more than simply 
throwing money at the season and 
ending up in debt! 

When we grew older we also 
learned that it was good to give as 
well as receive, and we would save 
our pocket money and learned the 
joy that mum’s smile could bring 
when she opened her gift. 

It could be the central theme of the 
Christmas story of Mary and 
Joseph looking for somewhere safe 
where their child could be bom 
that helps us to think of those in 
need. 

It could be our understanding of 
the baby Jesus as a gift from God 
himself, or the gifts brought by the 
wise men and the humble 
shepherds but we certainly 
understand that Christmas is not 
only a time of giving to each other, 
but as a time of giving to those less 
fortunate. 

There are many charities that 
appeal for funds at this time of 
year because it is a time when folk 
are a little more generous, take 
your time and search around, 
which will benefit from your 
thoughtfulness this Christmas 
time? 





Silent 
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01622 682255 


Christian illumination 


Silent Lights is seeking to restore Christian 
imagery by producing a range of decorations 
which clearly reflect the Christian Christmas 
message. 


Silent Lights' unique outdoor decorations 
provide individuals, Churches and organisations 
with the opportunity to declare their faith in a 
creative and culturally relevant way. 


The growing trend to decorate the outside 
of homes and gardens with Christmas 
lights provides Christians with a fantastic 
opportunity to celebrate the Light of the 
World within your own neighbourhood. 

I i 9 h 1 1 „ 


Please quote code DR 11/09 when calling 
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FAVOURITE HYMNS 
- Volumes I-XII 

4 

by Derrick Hanson 


Themes are as diverse as Christmas, Prayer, 
Charles Wesley, Scripture, Poetry, Special 
Occasions, Great Composers, Our Time, the 
Victorian Era and 20th Century - with words, 
music and biographical/historical background. 
Hymns range from Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
via John Newman (1801-90) to Fred P Green 
(1903-2000). Each book has a complimentary 
CD of the music. A perfect gift for Christmas. 
Full details from Grasshopper Publishing Ltd., 
PO Box 95, Liverpool L37 7WX, or 01704- 
874040 or www.grasshopperpublishing.ltd.uk. 









305 pages / Hardback 
£9.95 








'As a distinguished scientist , Professor 
Edgar Andrews is well qualified to counter 
the current outpouring of attempts to 
airbrush God out of existence — and in 
this book he does so with intelligent and 
infectious enthusiasm. Richard Dawkins' 
The God Delusion is an obvious target 
and he expertly dismantles its atheistic 
claims , reducing them to rubble with a 
lightness of touch I had never before come 
across in a book of this kind. Readers , 
with or without scientific backgrounds 
are likely to find themselves turning the 
pages with smiles on their faces . / know 
of nothing quite like it/ 

John Blanchard, author, lecturer and 
conference speaker 


ea 





To advertise in The Door 
call 01752 225623 
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Your First Stop for Christian Books this Christmas is 


Official Bookshop of 
the Church of England 


CHURCH HOUSE BOOKSHOP 


/-v I | • , ■ I | i I I r\~%r\ -v-inn a c\r a 31 Great Smith Street, London SW1 P 3BN 

Order online at www.chbookshop.co.uk or phone 020 7799 4064 Fax: 020 7340 9997 bookshop@chbook 5 hop.co.uk 
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www. sorted-magazine . com 

Magazine K< <V» )07P. ) fttfehawpUif . Wiri?**s:S>>** : RSI? /tftx Tei 01903 ?3?5*>0 '»» t)?963 TDk9i fnt.il com 




A year's subscription to this bi-monthly magazine costs £1 2 {6 issues). 
Receive 25% discount on bulk orders of 1 0 or more copies. 

Subscribe on line at www.famiiiesfirstmaga 2 ine.con 1 , by phone 020 7227 0620 
or by post - send cheques (payable to MU Enterprises Ltd] to families First, 

Mothers Union, 24 TuftmStreet, London, 5W1P 3RB 


Encourage your family life, 
Columnists: Tony & Anne 
Hobbs - marriage, Lindsay 
Melluish - parenting and 
Michele Guinness - faith. 


Reach families in your 
community. 

Use our Take Ten bulk order 
scheme to build relationships 
with families in your area. 


Support families around 
the world. 

Every issue sold raises 
around 50p to fund Mothers 
Union work worldwide. 


Presents an Evening with 

Bob Hartman 

Story Teller & Children’s Author 

Thurs 5th Nov - 7pm 

Tickets £5 (kids £4, families £13) 

BoP has wowed audiences at Spring Harvest 
with his unique story telling style. Whether 
you’re a youth worker, Junior Church leader, 
parent, teacher or simply love a good story 
you won’t want to miss this opportunity to 
see an expert story teller at work! 

For more information or to buy tickets phone 
Cornerstone on 01235 772280 
or email office@cornerstonegrove.org.uk 

Cornerstone, saviie Way 
Grove, wantage, 0X12 OPT 


THE DIOCESE OF OXFORD 
YEARBOOK 

2009/2010 


Top Hi 
Chris is 
wowed 
bvM 
service 


Contact details for parish clergy, churchwardens and officers 
Details of chaplains and non-parochial clergy 
Central Services provided by departments at Church House 
Legal information 

Church facilities, accessibility, children’s and youth work. 

Download an order form or order on-line 

wwv2.oxford.angitcan.org/yearbook 

Tel: 01865 208225 


Gilead 

FOUNDATIONS 

Addiction 

Counselling 

Training 

School 

Gilead Foundations Addiction Counselling Training School at 

Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, near Okehampton offers the following Diploma 
programme covering; 

Restoration Ministry (1 1 courses) 

150 hours: £385 
Recovery Support Counselling 
(17 courses) 

280 hours: £530 

Addiction Studies (23 courses) 

350 hours: £700 

Gilead Foundations is also offering 

- Biblical Systematic theology 

- The Holy Spirit 

- The Person of Jesus Christ: £250 

At Gilead Foundations we use the Genesis Process Relapse Prevention 
programme with our clients. This training and the Genesis tools are used 
throughout the programme at Gilead: £318 We also have a correspondence 
course on counselling by Jay Adams: £954 

If you, or someone you know would like more information about 
ACTS or would like to make an application, please contact: 
Laura Aim Tel: 01837 851240, Fax: 01837 851520, 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk WWW.gilGad.Org.Llk 
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The Son is a proactive, 
provocative and 
uncompromising newspaper 
which aims to put Jesus back 
at the centre of society. 

Written and presented in an 
easy to read tabloid style, 
based on the UK’s biggest 
circulation newspapers, The 
Son is an ideal tool to reach 
believers and unbelievers as 
well. 

As well as up-to-the-minute 
news, showbiz and sport from 
the paper, we bring you some 
groundbreaking exclusives 
and insight from The Son’s 
brilliant team of columnists. 

The current edition of The 
Son includes stories on Bear 
Grylls, Jason Robinson, 
Adebayor, Estelle and many 
more. ^ I A 

It’s an ideal tool for 
outreach. Why not use The 
Son to reach your 
community? 

Order your copies today: 
www.theson.org.uk 
or call The Son hotline on 
01752 225623. 

‘Enjoyed the paper • looks 
great. Well done!’ 
Jeremy Vine 
BBC Radio 2 




The Son. 
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Prayer (^reflection 


A ladder to the Light of the World 



The link between Heaven and 
Earth created by Jacob’s 
Ladder inspired the new east 
Window in St Martin-in-the- 
fields, Trafalgar Square, 
London. Here Roger Royle 
reflects on how it lets in light 
both physically and spiritually. 

he window is striking, different 
and of course it’s controversial. It 
certainly isn’t stained. The brief 
given to the artists submitting a 
design for the window required 
them to embody light - the aspiration 
which lay at the heart of a recent 
renovation scheme - and to work in 
harmony with the clear glass used in the 
rest of the church. 

Moreover, artists were also asked to 
propose a work that ‘challenges 
preconceptions and stimulates debate’, yet 
also encourages ‘reflection and 
contemplation’. Quite a challenge, but one 
that didn’t daunt the Iranian-born artist 
Sirazeh Houshiary. She designed a 
window that lets in the light both physically 
and spiritually. It challenges the onlooker. 
Here are no bright colours to gaze upon or 
images of things divine. 

Instead your mind is stretched as your 
eyes are drawn to a space which 
emphasises the ethereal quality of light as 
‘a universal symbol that transcends any 
particular culture’. As well as being a 
universal symbol, light lies at the heart of 
our Christian belief as we try to follow the 
person in whom there is no darkness, who 
is the Light of the World. Shirazeh’s 
starting point was Jacob’s Ladder 
(Genesis 28, 10 - 17). It’s a story that has 
run as a continuous thread through the life 
of St Martin’s. 


When the church was consecrated in 
1 726 the then vicar, Dr Zechariah Pearce, 
chose the text for his sermon. It was a fine 
text to choose, but one with limitations. 
Solomon when he set about building a 
Temple for the Ark of the Covenant 
realised, in his wisdom: ‘That heaven and 
the highest heaven cannot contain thee; 
how much less this house which I have 


built’ (2 Chronicles 6, vs 18). Buildings 
are, by their very nature, both restrictive 
and restricting and yet our relationship 
with God needs to be open, free and 
constantly developing. 

However the symbolism of the ladder 
linking heaven with earth where there is 
constant movement couldn’t be more 
stimulating. 


St Martin’s, as it seeks to meet Christ’s 
demand to ‘feed my sheep’ in the heart of 
London has always been a community on 
the move. It has drawn people to the Light 
by its worship, its social work, its concerts, 
its cafe and its refuge. 

‘ The symbolism of the 
ladder linking heaven with 
earth where there is 
constant movement couldn't 
be more stimulating. ’ 


As Trafalgar Square is a site of constant 
movement so is St Martin’s but in church 
the constant movement is pointed in one 
direction; towards the Light. At times the 
window appears as a maze and a muddle 
with shapes of differing sizes and yet they 
all lead eventually to the central egg-like 
shape that is pure light. Eggs and light are 
the source of life. Through them people are 
both born and renewed. The renewal that 
has transformed St Martin’s as a building 
will hopefully continue to transform all 
those who are drawn within its walls. For 
once within, we find forgiveness and from 
forgiveness comes light. 

Canon Roger Royle has been Conduct 
of Eton College, a broadcaster, 
columnist and is an Honorary Canon of 
Southwark Cathedra i. He will be 
chairing a series of dialogues exploring 
the arts and their influence on belief on 
Mondays starting on 26 October at the 
chapei of Harris Manchester College, 
Mansfield Road, Oxford, from 5pm. On 
Monday, 2 November the vicar of St 
Martin in the Fields, the Revd Nick 
Hoitam, will be speaking. For more 
details see Doorpost. 


November prayer diary 

Pray to the Father through the Son 
in the power of the Spirit for: 

Sun 1 s All Saints Day Aston and 
Cuddesdon deanery: area dean Sue 
Booys, assistant area dean John 
Kinchin-Smith, lay chair Simon 
Richards; the people, wardens, PCCs, 
support staff of the deanery. 

Mon 2s All Souls ’Day Benson: 
clergy Andrew Hawken, Jean Travis; 

LLM emeritus John English. Everyone 
at Benson (VC) School. 

Tuo 3s Chalgrove with Berrick 
Salome: clergy Ian Cohen, LLM Bob 
Heath-Whyte. 

Wed 4s Chinnor, Sydenham, Aston 
Rowant and Crowell: clergy John 
Kinchin-Smith, Joan Deval, Helen 
O’Sullivan; LLM David Bartlett. 

Everyone at Aston Rowant (VC) and 
Chinnor St Andrew’s (VC) Schools. 

Thu 5s Dorchester team: clergy Sue 
Booys, Anne llsley, Nigel Hawkes, Ros 
Latham, Marcus Braybrooke, Miles 
Godfrey, David Haylett, David Cleugh, 
Hannah Cleugh; LLM Brian Newey. 
Everyone at Dorchester St Birinus 
(VC), Clifton Hampden (VC), Culham 
Parochial (VC), Long Wittenham (VC), 
Marsh Baldon (VC) and Warborough 
(VA) Schools. 


compiled by John Manley 

Frl 6s William Temple, archbishop, 
teacher of the faith Ewelme, 

Brightwell Baldwin and Cuxham with 
Easington: clergy Jonathan Meyer, 

LLM George Cannon. Everyone at 
Ewelme (VA) School. 

Sat 7s Great Milton with Little 
Milton and Great Haseley: clergy 
Victor Story. Everyone at Great Milton 
(VC)and Little Milton (VC) Schools. 

Sun 8s Remembrance Sunday (3 rc ^ 
before Advent) Icknield (Britwell 
Salome, Pyrton and Shirburn, 
Swyncombe, Watlington): clergy 
Christopher Evans, Angie Paterson, 

Adam Clayton. 

Mon 9s Margery Kempe, mystic 
Thame team: clergy Alan Garratt, 

Simon Brignall, Ian Mountford, Simon 
Baynes, Keith Weston; Meg Heywood; 
LLMs Geoffrey Rushman, Paul 
Brigham, Caroline McKeown, Paul 
Gulley, Norman Lilley. Everyone at 
Lewknor (VC) School. 

Tuo 10s Wheatley team: clergy 
James Watson, John Edmonds-Seal, 
Caroline King, Emma Pennington, Mark 
Chapman, Stevie Cross, Brenda 
Knight; LLMs John Ingram, Richard 
Bainbridge, Marian Brown, Lucy Betts. 
Everyone at Beckley (VC), Garsington 


(VC), Horspath (VC) and Wheatley 
(VC) Schools. 

Wod 11s Bracknell deanery: area 
dean Nick Parish, lay chair Louisa 
Adams. The people, wardens, PCCs 
and support staff of the deanery. 

Thu 12s Ascot Heath: clergy Darrell 
Hannah, Alexander Battey, Gill 
Wiggins. Everyone at Ascot Heath (VC) 
School. 

Frl 13s Binfield: clergy Bill Meyer, 
Margaret Thirlwell; LLMs Elizabeth 
Harland, Katie Urban. Everyone at 
Binfield (VA) School. 

Sat 14s Bracknell team: clergy Nick 
Parish, Andrew Frearson, Margaret 
Clarke, Jane Manley; CA Jenny Colby. 
Everyone at Ranelagh (VA) School. 

The diocesan synod meeting today, for 
the elections of clergy and lay chairs. 

Sun IS: 2 nd before Advent 
Easthampstead: clergy Guy Cole, 
Peter Bestley (ecumenical minister), 
Nick Thompson (Methodist), Brian 
Whitley. Everyone at Easthampstead 
(VA) School. 

Mon 1 6: Margaret, queen, 
philanthropist, reformer of the Church 
Sunningdale: clergy David Uffindell, 
Nigel Byard; lay minister James Gwyn- 


Jones; youth worker Gary Kennaught, 
children’s worker Felicity Day. Everyone 
at Holy Trinity (VA) School. 

Tuo 17s Sunninghill and South 
Ascot: clergy Stephen Johnson, Susan 
van Beveren, Alison Cooper; LLM Mary 
Nichols. Everyone at Cheapside (VA) 
and St Michael (VA) Schools. 

Wod 18: Warfield: clergy Alan 
Bradford, Joy Porter, Chris Hill; lay 
pastors Trevor Meardon, Richard 
Summers; LLMs Dave Cappleman, 
Michael Hayward, Sam Mortimer, 
Michael Summers; schools evangelist 
Becky Medlicott. Everyone at Warfield 
(VC) School. 

Thu 19s Winkfield with 
Cranbourne: clergy Catherine Blundell 
(ecumenical representative), Ian 
James; LLMs Mary Knight, Stuart Ager, 
Jacki Thomas, Mike Thomas. Everyone 
at St Mary’s (VC) School. 

Frl 20s Edmund, king and martyr 
Buckingham deanery: area dean 
David Hemsley, lay chair Georgie 
Christopher. The people, wardens, 
PCCs and support staff of the deanery. 

Sat 21s Buckingham group: clergy 
Philip Derbyshire (ecumenical 
representative), John King; LLM Vicky 
Southby, Sandra Cosby. Everyone at 


Chackmore (VC) and Whaddon (VC) 
Schools. 

Sun 22s Christ the King. 

Len borough (Adstock, Gawcot, 
Hillesden, Padbury): clergy Ros 
Roberts, Jenny Shields. Everyone at 
Padbury (VC) School. 

Mon 23s Clement, Bishop of Rome, 
martyr North Buckingham: clergy 
Hans Taling; LLM Margaret Culley. 
Everyone at Akeley St James (VC) and 
Maids Moreton (VC) Schools. 

Tuo 24: Stowe: clergy Ron 
Bundock. Everyone at Stowe 
(independent) School. 

Wod 25s Isaac Watts, hymn writer 

West Buckingham: clergy Liz 
Simpson, Chris Carter. 

Thu 28s All hospital chaplains 

within the diocese. 

Frl 27: All chaplains working at 
Almshouses within the diocese 

Sat 28s All military chaplains within 
the diocese. 

Sun 29s Advent Sunday All prison 
chaplains within the diocese. 

Mon 30s Andrew the apostle All 
other chaplains within the diocese. 







For more than 70 years the 
Revd John Cook has worked 
as a priest in Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire. On the 
anniversary of his priesting he 
told Jo Duckies his story. 

I n two years there have been more 
than 100 visitors to room number 
seven at Madeley Park Care Home, 
in Witney. That was a statistic 
proudly recalled by the 98-year-old 
retired priest when I became one of 
those visitors. I interviewed him just half 
an hour before a special Eucharist, led 
by the Bishop of Dorchester, The Rt 
Revd Colin Fletcher, was due to take 
place to mark the 70^ anniversary of his 
ordination. 


‘...that church building was 
admired and beloved by 
residents and visitors. . . ’ 


John, who is addressed as Reverend by 
staff at the home, also handed me a 
neatly handwritten sheet of paper, 
describing his career. On it he stated: 
‘Before my ordination in Christ Church 
Cathedral, Oxford, the Bishop of Oxford, 
the Rt Revd Kenneth Kirk warned me, an 
evangelical, that I would be confronted 
with many ‘church practices’ which were 
predominant in this diocese, but he 
wanted me to be sure that as long as he 
was bishop, there would always be room 
for those like me, because he did not wish 
this diocese to be exclusive.’ 

John went on to serve as assistant curate 
in Faringdon and Newbury before being 
offered a succession of benefices. He 
then served in Winkfield, Windsor Forest, 
West Maidenhead and Princes 
Risborough. He was vicar and hospital 
chaplain at Windsor for 16 years before 



Above is St Mary’s Witney, where the Revd Cook was priest. Top right, the Revd Cook. 


he was offered Witney by then Bishop of 
Oxford, the Rt Revd Harry Carpenter. 

He says: ‘What a privilege, what a 
responsibility and how greatly I enjoyed 
those 10 years of active ministry (1968 to 
1978) in such an independent country 
market town as Witney, famous for its 
blanket industry, conveniently close to 
Oxford with the lovely and lively River 
Windrush flowing by and on the border 
of the Cotswolds. How impressive was 
this large parish church of St Mary’s, at 


the southern end of Church Green, 
flanked by fine biddings, some still in 
private occupation.’ 

Naturally that church building was 
admired and beloved by residents and 
visitors who found inspiration to give 
generously towards its upkeep.’ 

He spent 10 very happy years living 
with his wife Majorie and son Martin, in 
the Rectory. 

He says: ‘I take this opportunity to 
thank those who were involved in both 



church and town activities.’ During the 
30 years since he officially retired, John 
has stayed active, moving with Maijorie to 
Ducklington and undertaking 
interregnum duties in nearby parishes. 
His roles have included chaplain at 
Oxford Crematorium and priest-in- 
charge at Hailey with Crawley, for 18 
months. 

Sadly Majorie, who John described as 
his ‘loyal and faithful wife’ died in 1990. 

\..I have been able to give 
and receive a Christian 


ministry with the 
strengthening of 
thanksgiving. ’ 


John continued to live independently in 
Ducklington, until 2007, when a heart 
problem led him to move to the St John’s 
Trust Care Home in Witney’s Madley 
Park Estate. 

He says: ‘I have enjoyed excellent 

attention from dedicated carers and my 
room, number seven welcomes so many 
visiting friends. I have been able to give 
and receive a Christian ministry with the 
strengthening of thanksgiving, making 
the Eucharist on September 24 led by the 
Bishop of Dorchester with a 

congregation of some of my faithful 
friends, so opportune. I have had the 
privilege and responsibility entrusted to 
me at ordination of calling people to the 
worship of the God who revealed his 
value of humanity by giving us Jesus 
Christ our Saviour, who showed us how to 
value one another.’ 


TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD 

OXFORD 0X4 1 HU 

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 

www.taylorsofoxford.com 

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 

ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



Quality bespoke church furniture 
makers from concept to delivery. 
Single items to complete re-orders. 

The Old Coach House, 53b Rear Oxford Street 
Weston-super-Mare, Somerset BS23 1TR 
Telephone & Fax: 01934 618111 
Email: info® fullersfinerfurniturc.co.uk 
www.fullersflnerfurniture.co.uk 



We exist to promote the 
Book of Common Prayer 


Why not join us? 


Did you know it is a British Standard 
requirement that all Lightning Protection 
Systems are tested annually? 

WE CAN HELP? 





^LIGHTNING 




PROTECTION 


BS 665 1 : 1999 / BS 7430 


Site recommendations and quotations provided. 

Other services include Gutter an Roof repairs. 

Call 07798 751051 or 01455 208229, www.barsbylightning.com 


www.pbs.org.uk 
Tel: 01189 842582 

Registered Charity No. 109929.1 
Company Limited by Guarantee No. 4786973 


To advertise in The Door 
call 01752 225623 


Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 



STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 


3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 


www.leadcraftstainedglass.co. u 
By appointment only 











